
Gulfport Community Update 
February 19 - 25, 2012 

 
OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER 
 
Mayor Yakes, City Council and Gulfport citizens welcomed Thomas Pitzen and his new creation 
during the sign dedication at Clymer Park (photos below).  

Pitzen was chosen from four artist/artist groups to create his “Tree Sign” sculpture leading to the 
Art District. Pitzen stated in his proposal, “The style, flavor and symbols of this sculpture could 
be made to accentuate public buildings, businesses, signs and other landmarks of the City in an 
energetic and cohesive way.” The arrow points to the waterfront district.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Beach Parking Open Following Repairs 

Public Works Director Don Sopak reports that Gulfport Beach parking lot repairs are complete 
and the entire lot is open. The contractor removed loose sand and all parking bumpers, re-
graded and added shell to the lot, compacted the material and reset/replaced the parking 
bumpers.  
 
Upcoming Events: 

All well behaved leashed doggies welcome at the Gulfport Merchant’s Get Rescued 
fundraiser on Saturday, February 25, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. on Beach Boulevard. Vendors should 
call 322-5217. Don’t miss the fun at the Get Rescued Party at the Gulfport Casino. Doors open 
at 7 p.m. Live music, fun auction items and light snacks. Tickets: $20. For more information on 
both events call 439-1485. 
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The next First Friday Gulfport Art-Walk is scheduled for 6 - 10 p.m. March 2 on Beach 
Boulevard. For more information call 322-5217.  

City of Imagination Art Exhibit Opening & Reception, Friday, March 2 at 6 p.m. in the 
Catherine Hickman Theater, 5501 27th Avenue For more information call 344-5443 or 686-2564, 
or visit www.cityofimagination.info.   

Support your favorite Gulfport team on Little League Opening Day Parade on Saturday, March 
3, 10 a.m. at Shore & Beach Boulevards. Opening Ceremonies and League games to follow at 
Lum Field at 1820 55th Street. For more information call 565-5511. 

Books, CDs and DVDs galore at the Circle of Friends 2nd Annual Book Sale on Saturday, 
March 3, 9 a.m. - 2 pm. at Scout Hall, 5315 28th Avenue. For more information call 368-1598 or 
email phyllrose@gmail.com.    

Gulf seafood at its finest at the Lions Club Shrimp Boil on Saturday, March 10, 4 - 7p.m. at the 
Lion’s Den, 4630 Tifton Drive South. Enjoy a half pound of Gulf peel & eat shrimp with 
Hushpuppies, slaw beans & dessert for $8. BYOB. For more information call 327-2100.     

The Pink Flamingo Home Tour kicks off at 10 a.m. Saturday, March 10 with a tour of the 
Stetson University College of Law campus. Tickets: $13 in advance and for seniors over 62, 
available at the Gulfport Chamber of Commerce, 4926 Gulfport Boulevard. For more information 
call 344-3711. 

Have your voice heard at the Crime Watch Meeting on Monday, March 12 at 7 p.m. at the 
Gulfport Neighborhood Center, 1617 49th Street. For more information call 327-3509. 

Everyone is invited to the 49th Street South Business Association (So49) monthly meeting at 
5:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 14 at the Neighborhood Center.  For more information call 515-
4941. 

Bring gently worn items to the Clothing Swap to Benefit CASA during Gulfport Fresh Market 
in the Peninsula Courtyard, 2937 Beach Boulevard, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Tuesday, March 13. For 
more information call Daniel Hodge at 366-4086.   

The South Pasadena Band Concert Series season finale is Thursday, March 15 in the Casino 
Ballroom. Doors open at 7 p.m. and the concert begins at 7:30 p.m. For more information call 
893-1070. Free Admission. 

Get your Gulfport address on the brochure for the March 17 Gulfport Citywide Yard Sale in 3 
easy ways! Email gbiron@mygulfport.us, fill out a form at Gulfport City Hall, 2401 53rd Street 
South or the Gulfport Public Library at 5501 28th Avenue, print a form online at 
www.mygulfport.us, or fill out the form in the Gabber and send to City Hall. Deadline for 
submission is 4:30 p.m. Friday March 9! For more information call 893-1118. 

Support the Teen Council Fundraiser sponsored by O’Maddy’s on Saturday, March 17, 8 a.m. 
- 11 p.m. at 54th Street & Shore Boulevard. For more information call 323-8643. 

Lend a hand and have some fun at the Clam Bayou Cleanup at 9 a.m. Saturday, March 17.  
Lunch will be provided to dedicated volunteers! Come by land or water! For more information 
call 893-1118. 

Peruse the many vendors and find the right cool item for your home at Antiques in the Park on 
Saturday, March 17, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. in Clymer Park at corner of Gulfport & Beach Boulevards. 
For more information call 421-0441. 

Don’t miss the Third Saturday Gulfport Art-Walk on March 17, 6 - 10 p.m. on Beach 
Boulevard in the Waterfront District. Shop, dine and enjoy the view of Boca Ciega Bay. For 
more information call 322-5217.  

Ahoy, get that kayak or other boat related items at the Gulfport Nautical Flea Market on 
Saturday, March 24, 7 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the Gulfport Marina 4630 29th Avenue. Limited space is 

http://www.cityofimagination.info/
mailto:phyllrose@gmail.com
mailto:gbiron@mygulfport.us
http://www.mygulfport.us/
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available: $10.00 for a 10x10 space; free for slip renters. Bring your own table. For more 
information call 893-1071. 

Don’t miss the Eggciting Gulfport Chamber of Commerce Springfest on Saturday, March 
31, 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. on Beach Boulevard. “Get your Bonnet on It” Hat contest and Parade! Fun 
music, food and lots of cool festivities. For more information call 322-5217. 
 
Weekly Events 

 Every Tuesday, 12 p.m.: Ballroom lessons, August 2 & 9 - $7 

 Every Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.: Argentine Tango Dance/ Lesson - $7 

 Every Wednesday, 6 p.m.: Swing Dance/Lesson - $7 

 1st and 3rd Thursday 7 p.m.: Salsa Dance/Lesson - $7  

 1st and 3rd Sunday, 6 p.m.: Band/Ballroom Dance and Band - $7 

 2nd & 4th Sunday, 6 p.m.: Ballroom DJ & dance - $7 
 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

Building Division staff tries to take special time to work with homeowners embarking on do-it-
yourself projects. Whether it’s deferred maintenance or new improvements, due to hard 
economic times many are electing to do these projects themselves. Before beginning home 
improvement projects give us a call at 893-1024 to discuss plans and inspections that may be 
necessary, to explain code requirements and help you through the process.  
 
Business Tax Receipts 

A checklist for new businesses is available on the City’s website under the documents section. 
 
Code Enforcement activities continue in Section 4 of the City, also known as the Art District 
which generally extends south from Gulfport Boulevard to the water and west from 49th Street to 
58th & 59th Streets South. 

High grass and weeds, and trash and debris make up the largest types of violations that staff 
deals with during the summer season. Because there is only one inspector who focuses on one 
section of the City at a time, we depend on residents to call in violations when they see them.  
We will inspect within one working day of a complaint to verify any violation. Please call (727) 
893-1061 to report violations. If the inspector is unavailable, leave as detailed a message as 
possible to help us find the violation. Complaints can be anonymous, but if you want a follow-up 
you will have to leave contact information which means the complaint is no longer anonymous.  

While often times a knock on the door or letter to an off-season property owner will take care of 
a violation, there are times when it takes a while to gain compliance. Staff has to make every 
effort to contact the property owner. With so many foreclosures and short sales in our present 
economy, this can become difficult and can take time. Just because nothing may appear to be 
happening, doesn’t mean the City is unaware of, or ignoring a violation. Life/safety issues are 
abated as quickly as possible, depending on the extent of the problem. If a property owner 
cannot be found, the City will attempt abatement to alleviate any immediate problems. If you 
have questions about a property, give us a call at 893-1061.   

To review the Code Enforcement Activities documents for more detailed information and a map 
of the Code Enforcement areas please visit the Special Documents section of the City’s website 
at www.mygulfport.us.                    
 
Planning and Development 

Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) - On January 20, 2012 changes to the Flood Insurance Rate 
Map Series (FIRM) were approved by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  

http://www.mygulfport.us/
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These changes resulted in a number of properties within the corporate limits of the City of 
Gulfport being removed from the VE or velocity flood zone and relocated into an AE flood zone.  
This effectively reduced the risk level which should result in considerable savings to those 
properties on their flood insurance premiums.   

Based on direction from FEMA, several things will need to be done and documented by the 
property owner for the insurance agents/brokers to re-rate a home for maximum premium 
reductions.  A checklist including necessary documents can be found electronically on the City 
of Gulfport website at http://www.mygulfport.us under Departments and then Community 
Development. 

Many of the homes in the old “VE” zones were built to withstand not only flooding, but wave 
activity, and as a result, were likely built sturdier than required in an “AE” flood zones. Even 
though this may be true, FEMA now requires these homes to meet “AE” flood zone 
requirements.  If the homes built at “VE” zone standards used break-away walls, these walls will 
now be required to have openings installed as per “AE” flood zone standards.  These openings 
will need to be permitted, installed, and inspected before a home can be re-rated and enjoy the 
maximum premium reduction available.  Additionally, a new Elevation Certificate (EC) must be 
completed and a copy submitted to the City.  The new EC will document the required flow-
through vents, the newly designated flood zone, and specifically identify the address of the 
house.  If these are not done, you may still see some reduction in premiums, but it will not be 
the maximum deduction that could be available.   

For more information on premium reductions, home owners should contact their insurance 
agent/broker.  For more information on the LOMR changes and permitting, please contact staff 
at 893-1087.   

 
March 14, 2012 Board of Adjustment: 

Variance Application: V12 - 03; 5114 Newton Avenue South; Variance request to: 
1. Reduce the rear yard setback requirement by 4 feet, from 25 feet to 21 feet, to 

acknowledge the existence of an illegal non-conforming addition to the existing home 
that is conditioned living space.   

2. Reduce the rear property line setback requirement by 2 feet, from 7 feet to 5 feet, for the 
construction of a proposed swimming pool and spa with a screen enclosure. 

 
 
LEISURE SERVICES 

Technical Events  

Visit the City of Gulfport YouTube website at www.youtube.com/user/cityofgulfport. Cable and 
DSL internet users can access streaming video from the City’s website at www.mygulfport.us.      
Watch videos of recent events. It’s a great way to keep in touch with out of town family and 
friends! Spread the word! 

 Updated weekly program schedule. Copy available at the City Hall reception desk, or 
online at http://www.mygulfport.us/GTV615/Live_Webstream.htm.                                  

 Distributed weekly press releases to Gabber, and upcoming events to press release 
group list.  

 Rebooted GTV615 station equipment.  

 Updated Teen Night Kickball standings on Recreation Website. 

 Created video from Senior Center Talent Show footage and uploaded to City’s YouTube 
website. 

http://www.mygulfport.us/
http://www.youtube.com/user/cityofgulfport
http://www.mygulfport.us/GTV615/Live_Webstream.htm
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 Photographed and videotaped Clymer Park Sign Dedication, and uploaded video to 
City’s YouTube site. 

 Set up Audio/Video for February 21 City Council meeting and February 23 Council 
Workshop, videotaped meetings and made DVD copies for IT Director and City Clerk. 

 Assisted Circle of Friends with poster and press release for upcoming book sale. 

 Continued collecting resident information for Citywide Yard Sale brochure. 
 
Marina 

Pumped one thousand one hundred thirty (1,130) gallons of gas, and one thousand thirteen 
(1,013) gallons of diesel fuel, fueling fifty five (55) vessels. 

Assisted in two (2) pump-outs evacuating fifty five (55) gallons of sewage. This free service is 
well received by the boating public and helps keep our waters clean. 
 
Transient Vessels 

Staff welcomed a 32’ sailboat and a 40’ cruiser this week. Welcome to Gulfport! 
 
Staff Activities 

 Cleaned grass and debris from boat ramp. 

 Cleaned and waxed dock boxes and repaired pump-out hose on pier five. 

 Repaired loose board at BCYC A-dock, and hasp on pump-out dock box. 
 
Parks   

Greased all mowers, sharpened mower blades and repaired gas leak on generator. 

Trimmed, weeded & cleaned Senior Center, Beach streetscapes and Casino. 

Mowed Recreation playing field & ball fields, Beach area, Chase block, both Dog Parks, and 
55th Street medians. 

Repaired irrigation along Beach Streetscape and bench at Veterans Park. 

Set up tables, trash/recycle bins and equipment for Family Gun Day and Clymer Park Sign 
Dedication, and removed following events. 

Removed graffiti from Caldwell Park playground equipment. 

Installed event banners. 

Closed Skate Park for maintenance, and replaced chain on fence.  

Worked on employee evaluations. 

Set up equipment at Senior Center for meetings & events, and removed following events. 

Staff continues to rake Gulfport Beach & volleyball areas every Monday and Friday. Trash and 
debris were picked up along the water and children’s playground areas. Trash receptacles were 
emptied and the Bocce Ball courts were inspected for needed repairs.   
 
Other Activities: 

 All City park trash containers and cigarette waste containers were emptied. 

 Watered all non-irrigated areas. 

 Cleaned all City playground areas. 

 Mowed, lined and dragged all ball fields. 
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Senior Center   

One hundred Senior Center participants enjoyed pulled pork sandwiches, coleslaw, pin wheels, 
and a variety of sweets including chocolate covered strawberries during the Mardi Gras 
celebration on Tuesday, February 21. Entertainment was provided by Senior Center volunteer 
Kevin Moore. There were also door prizes, opportunity drawings and a contest for the best 
decorative mask. The event was spearheaded by Senior Center volunteer Julie Fuce with the 
help of 15 other volunteers. Eagle Lake Rehab and Care, Griswold Special Care, Tea & Me Tea 
Company, the City of Gulfport and the Gulfport Senior Center Foundation sponsored the event. 
Photos below courtesy of Paul Fornatar. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Senior Center is hosting a series of presentations on Pain Management at 1 p.m. every 
Thursday in February. Topics include: Benefits of exercise; therapies (yoga, meditation, 
massage, acupuncture); and patient self advocacy. Sponsored by Gardens of Yoga, The 
Longhouse, and RN Patient Advocates of South Pinellas.  

A variety of presentations on Healthy Vision will be offered at 1 p.m. every Thursday in March 
beginning March 1. The first topic is Common Ocular Problems in the Senior Population, 
presented by Heeral Shah, MD.   

The Gulfport Senior Art Workshop Exhibit Opening and Reception is Friday, March 2 at 6 p.m. 
at the Gulfport Library. The group meets every Thursday at the Senior Center under the 
direction of Senior Center volunteer Betty Staebell. Their work will be on display at the Gulfport 
Library through March. 

The Senior Center will host another “One Man Show” starring “J” Wygant on Wednesday, March 
7 at 1:30 p.m. in the Senior Center Dining Hall. Tickets: $2. Proceeds support the Senior Center 
Food Pantry for low income seniors. 

The annual spring Senior Follies will be held in the Catherine A. Hickman Theater on Friday, 
March 23 at 7 p.m. Tickets are $8.  All proceeds will benefit the Senior Center Foundation. 

The Senior Center will host an Open House and Gulfport History Expo on Wednesday, March 
28 at 2 p.m. The event is designed to showcase the rich history of the Senior Center and the 
community. The Gulfport Chamber of Commerce and Gulfport Historical Society will partner with 
the Senior Center to make this an event to not be missed. Gulfport businesses/organizations 
are invited to participate. Call the Senior Center at 893-2259 for more info. 
 
GEMS (Gulfport Extended Mini-Bus Service) 

The City of Gulfport offers transportation service for residents 55 and older. GEMS (Gulfport 
Extended Mini-Bus Service) offers rides to grocery stores, medical appointments, etc. The $55 
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annual registration fee entitles members to ride GEMS for $1.00 per one-way trip and is good 
for one year from date of registration. GEMS has 160 active riders. 

GEMS offers hourly trips to South Pasadena on Wednesdays and Fridays. Call GEMS at 893-
2242 for more information. 
 
Library 

The Gulfport Library offers free one-on-one computer instruction on a first come basis every 
Monday and Wednesday from 10:30 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
 
Public Programs/Meetings/Events: 

 Monday & Friday, February 13 &17, 9 a.m. - AARP Income Tax assistance for seniors. 

 Tuesday, February 14, 10 a.m. - Suncoast Hospice Volunteer training. 

 Wednesday, February 15, 10 a.m. - Gulfport Creative Short Story Writers meeting. 

 Wednesday, February 15, 2:30 p.m. - Teen Board Game Afternoon. 

 Thursday, February 16, 10 a.m. - Coffee/Talk Book Club meeting. 
 

Upcoming Events: 

 Every Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. - Free Thinkers Open Twelve Step meeting. For more 
information please call 916-0916. 

 Every Wednesday, 10 a.m. - Gulfport Creative Short Story Writers meeting. 

 Every Wednesday, 2:30 p.m. - Teen Board Game Afternoon. 

 Every Monday & Friday Through April 13, 10 a.m. - AARP Income Tax assistance for 
seniors. Bring a copy of last year’s tax return along with 2011 tax documents. 

 Friday, March 2, 6 p.m. - Gulfport Senior Artists Workshop Reception. Each student has 
prepared at least three new original paintings in watercolor, acrylic or oil. Exhibit will be 
on display in the Library through March. For more information call 893-2237 or 1231. 

 Saturday, March 3, 9 a.m. - Second Annual Circle of Friends of the Gulfport Library Book 
Sale at Scout Hall. The Friends are asking for donations of clean, gently used items 
(unable to accept magazines or tapes at this time). Books may be dropped off at the 
Library for this event, and throughout the year for the Friends Book Shop. 

 
Library Services/Statistics February 12-18, 2012:   
                   Items Circulated   Patrons 

Weekly Circulation: 1,821 467 

Sun. 2/12 21 6 

Mon. 2/13 329 92 

Tue. 2/14 304 81 

Wed. 2/15 389 90 

Thu. 2/16 293 79 

Fri. 2/17 217 57 

Sat. 2/18 268 62 

 
Library Staff Activities/Meetings 

Wednesday, February 15, 8:30 a.m. - Senior Staff meeting with the City Manager in the FD 
Training room (Carol Parker). 
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Gulfport Casino, Catherine Hickman Theater & Gulfport Neighborhood Center 

Casino (last week’s events):    

Sunday, February 12 10 a.m. - PAVA 2 Cool Art Show  (Turnout 1100) 

  

Tuesday, February 14 
 

Noon - Intermediate Ballroom lesson (Turnout 15) 
1 p.m. - Beginner Ballroom lesson  (Turnout 7) 
8 p.m. - Valentine’s Day dance featuring Lloyd John’s GulfBay 18-
piece big band  (Turnout 233) 

  

Wednesday, February 15 6 p.m. - Bonus dance lesson with Swingtime 
7 p.m. - Beginner Swing lesson with Swingtime 
8 p.m. - Swing dance (Turnout 247) 

  

Thursday, February 16 7:30 - South Pasadena Community Band Concert   (Turnout 355) 

  

Saturday, February 18 7 p.m. - Kiwanis Mardi Gras Ball  (Turnout 50) 

 
Casino (Upcoming Events):  

Sunday, February 26 6 p.m. - Ballroom dance lesson 
7 p.m. - Band & Ballroom dance   Admission $7 

  

Monday, February 27 7 p.m. USA Ballroom dance  Members $5; nonmembers $7 

  

Tuesday, February 28 6:30 p.m. - Argentine Tango lesson 
8 p.m. - Practice/Milonga  Admission $7   

  

Every Tuesday 
 
 

Noon - Intermediate Ballroom dance lesson with Carol Baker 
1 p.m. - Beginner Ballroom dance lesson 
2 p.m. - Ballroom dance   Admission $7  

  

Every Wednesday 6 p.m. - Bonus dance lesson with Swingtime 
7 p.m. - Beginner Swing lesson with Swingtime 
8 p.m. - Swing dance    Admission $7 

 
There were no events in the Catherine Hickman Theater last week.  
 
Catherine Hickman Theater (upcoming events) 

Thursday - Saturday, March 1-3 & 8-10, 8 p.m., and Sunday, March 4 & 11, 2 p.m. - Gulfport 
Community Players present An Inspector Calls. Tickets: $15, available at the Gulfport Casino, 
Elieen’s Resale Boutique, Beach Bazaar & the Gulfport Chamber of Commerce. For more 
information call 322-0316. 
 
Neighborhood Center (Last week’s events): 

Sunday, February 12 9:30 a.m. - Faith Cathedral International Church services (Turnout 15) 
6:15 p.m. - Over Eaters Anonymous meeting (Turnout 14) 

 
Neighborhood Center (Upcoming events): 

Every Sunday 6 p.m. - Overeaters Anonymous meeting 

  

Every first - third Sunday 9:30 a.m. - Faith Cathedral International Church services 
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Every fourth Sunday 9:15 a.m. - Bible study 

 
Scout Hall (Last week’s events):  

Monday - Friday 7 a.m. - Alcoholics Anonymous meeting 

 
Scout Hall (Upcoming Events): 

Every Monday - Friday 7 a.m. - Alcoholics Anonymous meeting 

 
Recreation Center 

Programs, Classes & Activities 

The Art Room is reserved 12 - 4 p.m. Saturday, March 3 for a Baby Shower. 
 
Programs, Classes & Activities 

Contractual classes currently in session: Cheerleading, Fencing, Gymnastics, Karate, Tai Chi, 
Tennis, Walking Club, Watercolor and Yoga. 

Six (6) FY 2011/12 Gulfport Skate Park stickers have been sold to date.   

Sixty (60) teens have been registered for the 2011/12 Teen Night Program, a great hang out for 
teens in grades 6-12 providing recreation and social activities, and offers monthly field trips, 
cooking projects, guest speakers and service projects. The teens utilize the gymnasium, game 
room and outdoor area.   

Forty one (41) children are registered for the 2011/12 School Year Child Care Program for 
children in Kindergarten thru age 14. The non-refundable annual registration fee is $15 for 
residents and $100 for non-residents, with monthly fees of $133 for residents and $266 for non-
residents (fees subject to change). Bus transportation is available from Pasadena Fundamental, 
Gulfport Montessori, Bear Creek Elementary and Douglas Jamerson Elementary. Program 
hours are until 5:30 p.m. with extended hours available until 6 p.m. for an additional fee.  

Ten (10) children are registered for the 2011/12 Tot Time Program and eight (8) for Voluntary 
Prekindergarten (VPK). The Tot Time Program is a preschool, hands-on program for children 
ages 3-5. Registration fees are $15 for residents and $100 for non residents. VPK is FREE for 
children who live in Florida and who turn 4 years of age by September 1. Parents must apply at 
Coordinated Child Care and the child must receive a Certificate of Eligibility. Both programs aim 
to make learning fun for children and help prepare them for Kindergarten. Classes are limited to 
10 children each.  
 
Recreation Staff Activities 

Alton Hooker used the school bus to transport: thirty five (35) Gulfport Montessori students and 
five (5) adults to Ruth Eckerd Hall in Clearwater on Thursday; forty two (42) Gulfport Montessori 
students and twelve (12) adults to the State Fair in Tampa on Friday; thirty one (31) Gulfport 
Montessori students and nine (9) adults to the TECO Plant in Apollo Beach on Monday, and; 
forty seven (47) Gulfport Montessori students and eight (8) adults to Lowry Park Zoo in Tampa 
on Tuesday. 

Marivel Gutierrez hosted the monthly Teen Council meeting on Thursday afternoon. 

Recreation Staff worked the Family Fun Day Event on Saturday morning. 

There were three (3) Teen Council members at the monthly meeting on Thursday. Topics 
discussed were approval of January’s minutes, the Recreation Division’s “Family Fun Day”, the 
O’Maddy’s/Teen Council Special Event, old business and new business. There was also a teen 
guest who with the Teen Council about a Bully-Free Club. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
 
Customer Service & Finance: 

 Account Activity (Water and/or Marina):      16 new, 0 closed 

 Water payments:    898 totaling $94,135.94 

 Online Water payments:   130 transactions totaling $11,355.65 

 Progress Energy payments:     442 

 Bright House payments:    37 

 Utility Bills Mailed 02/22/12:   1,635 

 Payroll 02/17/12:    163 transactions totaling $166,557.69 

 Payroll-Accounts Payable:   12 transactions totaling $19,416.18 
 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
Calls for Service: 

 32 Emergency Medical Calls 

 6 Structure Fires 

 2 Vehicle Crashes 

 1 Fire Alarm 

 1 Odor Smoke /Invest 

 1 Elevator Rescue 

 1 Fuel Spill 
 
Life Safety: 

 4 Fire Inspections 

 1 Re-Inspections 

 1 C.O.’s 
 
The Gulfport Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) meets monthly. The next 
meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 13 at 7 p.m. at the Senior Center, 5501 27th Avenue 
South. Call 916-8014, look for CERT on Facebook, or visit www.gulfportcert.com for more 
information.  

East Lake CERT in Palm Harbor Florida has invited our team to participate in a West Central 
CERT Search and Rescue Training Exercise on March 10 & 11 at Jay B Starkey Park in Pasco 
County. The topic will be Locating a Missing Child. 
 
Other Activities 

 Chief Marenkovic met with the three Lieutenants. Items discussed were Training, 
Apparatus and Equipment. Patient Care Run Reports/QAR reports, current Run Cards, 
Facility Maintenance, Station Supplies, Preplans/QRS, Bunker Gear replacement, Hose 
Testing upcoming in March and the Paging System Advisor II. 

 Chief Marenkovic attended the PALS meeting at Station 65 in Palm Harbor on February 
21. The Treasurer’s Report, Medical Director’s Office report, EMS Coordinator Issues 
Committee Reports, EMS Advisory Council and new Trauma Transport Protocols were 
discussed. The PALS By-Laws were updated and voted on. 

 The Gulfport Fire Department participated in annual monthly training (V.E.S.) Ventilation, 
Entry, Search Training at Largo Training Drill grounds. Training consisted of Ventilation 
when entering a hazardous structure, making a search and rescue for a victim then 
exiting the building through a second story window with ground ladder. 

http://www.gulfportcert.com/
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 Inspector Vento contacted Pelican Bay Plaza “B” Condo management staff to inquire 
about the progress of the fire alarm upgrades. Haig Service Corporation was performing 
the work. A phase-in timeframe to help with the funding of the project was approved.  

 Chief Marenkovic attended the City Council Workshop on February 23 to discuss 
implementation of City’s strategic plan and goals.   

 Inspector Vento performed a Final Fire Alarm Test at the Town Shores Diplomat 
Building. The test was successful. A Plan Review was conducted for 6020 Shore 
Boulevard (FACP) Fire Alarm installation. A Plan Review was also looked at for new 
construction at 5325 Gulfport Boulevard. 

 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
Calls for Service: 

Offenses 74 

Arrests  11 

Traffic citations 20 

 
Police responded to a Burglary in progress at the Town Shores Nottingham building this week 
after Marquetta Cahill attempted to enter the apartment with an old key provided by her ex-
boyfriend; however, he already changed the locks to keep her away, so she decided to enter 
through the window. The ex-boyfriend was not home but his current girlfriend was. Cahill was 
caught in the house by officers and arrested for burglary. It was later discovered that a camera 
was stolen, and was observed in her purse during a search resulting in a grand theft charge. 
Cahill later tried to report that her ex-boyfriend had broken into her residence. After 
investigating, Officer Priest learned that she made up the story to get back at her ex for having 
her arrested. She got a return trip to the jail for filing a false police report. 

Officer Hodge stopped three students who were truant from school. He observed one toss a 
blue bag that he found contained marijuana. The other two consented to searches, and 
marijuana and paraphernalia were located on one.   

A resident in the 5100 block of 12th Avenue reported that she saw a black male jump the fence, 
and then heard glass breaking. PCSO Deputy Heffner responded from South Pasadena and 
arrived on scene along with GPD Officer Novak and Detective Pham just in time to catch three 
juveniles exiting the yard. They later found two flat screen TVs, a laptop, and a jewelry box 
hidden in the yard next door. The juveniles were arrested for burglary. Officer Novak later 
reviewed the in-car video and heard two of the juveniles give a full account of the burglary and 
admit that they had hidden the rest of the stolen property in one of the juvenile’s house across 
the street. 

Someone forced open the rear door of a home in the 5700 block of Shore Boulevard and stole 
four flat-screen TVs. GPD is investigating. 

Officers were dispatched to the 3100 block of Beach Boulevard regarding intoxicated persons 
being unruly. A Jeep with three occupants was leaving a parking spot when the complainant 
pointed it out to an officer. The driver was later arrested for DUI, and one of the passengers was 
arrested for disorderly conduct.  

Officers were dispatched to the Pasadena Yacht & Country club after receiving a report about a 
male refusing to leave the property. Larry Spruill was walking around in PYCC and could not 
provide officers with a valid explanation as to why he was there. He was arrested for loitering 
and prowling. 
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Investigations: 

New Cases:    16   
Cases Assigned:   2 
Cases Closed-No Leads:  11 
Cases Cleared With Arrest:  2 
Cases Unfounded/No Crime:  1 
Supplements Received:  6 
Cases Cleared With Arrest:  0 
Cases Closed-No Leads:  0 
Cases Unfounded/No Crime:  0 
Exceptionally Cleared:  1 
Cases Still Active:   5 
 
Detective Pham investigated his assigned cases and tried to collect evidence for some of those 
cases. He also had a non-arrest invest at the State Attorney’s Office concerning a Grand Theft 
case, and is actively looking for Mayre Garcia, the person of interest in a grand theft case. 

Detective Embry will attempt to locate a suspect who sent indecent photos to a minor, and has 
placed a probable cause affidavit for the suspect’s arrest in the Pinellas County’s V.I.P.A.R. 
website. He also interviewed a suspect in a grand theft auto case in which the suspect 
confessed post-Miranda. A State Attorney invest date will be scheduled for that case since the 
suspect is currently Tampa.   

School Resource Officer (SRO) Beltran had 1 arrest (VOP). He also put the school on lockdown 
to follow up on a possible weapon on campus, and assisted school personnel with several peer 
mediations.  

SRO Motte conducted an investigation that resulted in the arrest of a BCHS teacher who 
slapped a student in the head while cursing at the student. He also assisted with several peer 
mediations. 

Crime Analyst Palmisano worked in records for 10 hours. She also assisted detectives in the 
review of a burglary analysis following the arrest of three juveniles this week for a burglary in 
progress, and is helping to locate the property stolen by the juveniles. 

The Marine Unit was on the water for 6 hours this week. 
 
Records 

Reports reviewed:     50       
Supplements reviewed:     22     
Reports disseminated:  23 
Bike registrations:   0 
Fingerprints:    2 
Subpoenas processed:  9 
Citizens assisted:   71 
 
 
PUBLIC WORKS 
 
Building Maintenance 

 Repaired South gate and painted halls & lobby at Neighborhood Center. 

 Hung signs at Little League building. 

 Painted offices at City Hall. 

 Repaired doors at Senior Center Gym & Dog Park. 

 Moved furniture at City Hall complex in preparation for A/C replacement. 
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 Performed routine daily maintenance duties at all City buildings. 
 
Streets & Sanitation:   

 Removed traffic control obstructions and debris from various roadways and alleys 
throughout City.  

 Assembled and delivered recycling bins and trash containers to residential & commercial 
properties. 

 Completed billable work orders for brush, trash, electronics and Code Enforcement.  

 Cleaned and maintained storm drains, outfalls and inlets citywide, including Shore 
Boulevard & Tangerine Avenue. 

 Removed stormwater lids at 20th Avenue & 58th Street, and 17th Avenue & 58th Street, 
cleaned debris from boxes and reset lids.  

 Removed animal carcasses on City roadways. 

 Completed asphalt patch work on various potholes throughout City. 

 Removed and disposed of illegal dumping at Beach area, Osgood Point and other 
locations throughout City per direction. 

 Removed and disposed of debris from abatement properties. 

 Removed bagged leaves from residential properties citywide. 

 Removed and disposed of old tires & debris from City Garage, and debris from truck 
wash & truck parking stalls. 

 Added fill dirt & millings, and graded several right-of-ways and alleys throughout City. 

 Placed rodent control around City Yard and Neighborhood Center. 

 Completed concrete ramp and sidewalk work at 8th Avenue & 52nd Street and removed 
barricades following sidewalk installation. 

 Painted sidewalk lines at 28th Avenue & Beach Boulevard. 

 Replaced parking stops at Library. 

 Emptied green cans on Beach & Shore Boulevards, bus stops on Gulfport Boulevard, 
and Little League. 

 Performed daily vehicle safety and maintenance check lists. 

 Recycling personnel added new containers/pickups to route and replaced old and 
broken bins. Residents interested in participating in the recycling program should call 
893-1089 for information and to request a recycling bin. 

 
Water:  

 Daily Chloramines sampling at the points of connection to water distribution system 
(includes Saturday & Sunday). 

 Daily inspection and read of Wholesale meters (includes Saturday & Sunday). 

 Completed routes #31, 32, 33 and 34 of the monthly meter reading schedule. 

 Disconnected water service at 51 locations for non-payment of service. 

 Completed 7 non pay rechecks to confirm water services are still off. 

 Completed 94 miscellaneous customer service department-generated service orders. 

 Completed 2 Sunshine One-Call Call Before You Dig Utility Locates.  

 Replaced 2 meters that were stuck and not recording water usage. 

 Reviewed permit application for fences, driveways and irrigation. 

 Collected bay water sample at Gulfport Beach for quality testing. 

 Continued semi-annual water system and hydrant flushing required by DEP 

 Completed annual DEP required testing of 14 backflow devices due in February  

 Installed new service at 1832 56th Street South. 
 
Sewer 

 Daily preventive maintenance and service at lift stations 1 & 2. 
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 Daily rainfall check and documentation. 

 Daily ground water elevation recording. 

 Daily per trip vehicle check inspection.   

 Weekly generator exercise and preventive maintenance check on lift stations 1 & 2, 
Police & Fire Departments and Senior Center.  

 Weekly vehicle safety and maintenance inspection.   

 Adjusted elevation of sewer manhole ring and cover at Gulfport Boulevard& 52nd Street.  

 Cleaned and televised sewer lateral at 4711 Coronado Way.   
 
Vehicle Maintenance   

 Removed two rear axles & hubs to replace seals on rear wheels of Sanitation Truck #41. 

 Replaced A/C compressor, receiver/drier, A/C compressor manifold hose, pulled 
vacuum and recharged A/C system on Sanitation Truck #44. 

 Replaced power relay for PLLC on Sanitation Truck #42. 

 Replaced alternator on Fire Department Vehicle #C17. 

 Repair fuel leak on top of engine of GEMS Vehicle #11. 

 Performed routine maintenance, repairs, etc. on various City vehicles. 
 

 
Distribution: 
 City Council 
 City Attorney 
 Department Directors 
 The Gulfport Gabber 
 Gulfport Chamber of Commerce 

The St Petersburg Times 


