
Gulfport Community Update 
November 11 - 17, 2012 

 
OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER 

Gulfport City Hall will be closed on Thursday & Friday, November 22 & 23 in observance of 
Thanksgiving Day. 
 
The Osgood Point kayak launch ramp is closed for construction through December 23. Kayaks 
may be launched from the Gulfport Municipal Marina. 
 
The American Red Cross is accepting funds to provide shelter, food and other assistance to 
those affected by Hurricane Sandy. To donate visit www.redcross.org, call 800-Red-Cross or 
text "Redcross" to 90999. For more information please call 800-933-2566. 
 
It was an action-packed weekend as Stetson Law Alumni Veteran Javier Centonzio, American 
Legion Post 125, The Gulfport Area Chamber of Commerce, Gulfport Merchants and the City of 
Gulfport hosted Heroes Weekend November 8 - 11. 

 

More than twenty community organizations participated in the Veteran’s Day Parade on Beach 
Boulevard on Saturday, November 10, with Councilmember Dan Liedtke as Emcee. Thank you 
to everyone who participated in this wonderful event (photos above).    
 

 

On Sunday November 11, Gulfport City Council hosted two ribbon cutting ceremonies for the 
Parks and Recreation Improvement Project, funded by Penny for Pinellas (photos above): the 
first at 11:30 a.m. for the new Beach Playground located at 5730 Shore Boulevard, and the 
second at 11:45 a.m. for the new Beach Volleyball courts located at 5500 Shore Boulevard.  

http://www.redcross.org/
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Sunday, November 11 was a beautiful day for the VETSports vs. Gulfport Police & Fire 
Inaugural Beach Volleyball benefit. Councilmember Dan Liedtke and his wife Michelle 
spearheaded this epic event which brought nearly 800 people to Gulfport Beach (photos below).  

 
 
In appreciation to our Volunteers for their service to the City of Gulfport from October 2011 - 
September 2012, the City of Gulfport hosted a Volunteer Luncheon on Wednesday, November 
14 at the Gulfport Casino Ballroom (photos below). Two hundred wonderful volunteers worked 
10,951.75 hours last year. Thank you to all of our dedicated Gulfport volunteers.  

 
 
Upcoming Events: 

The Gulfport Tuesday Fresh Market is a weekly year-round open-air market featuring fruits, 
vegetables and a wide variety of foods; hand-made art and crafts; bath, body and wellness 
products; live music and more. Over 50 vendors and exhibitors participate each Tuesday, 9 a.m. 
- 3 p.m. with extended hours until 8 p.m. and special events on the first Tuesday of each month. 
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Bring donations of non-perishable food, toiletries and personal needs for the Gulfport Senior 
Center Pantry to the Gulfport Merchants Association tent each Tuesday. The Pantry is in great 
need of donations to keep up with the needs of clients. For more information visit 
www.gulfportma.com or contact Daniel Hodge at 366-4086 or dan@igc.org.              
 
Weekly Casino Ballroom Events   

 Every Tuesday, 12 p.m.: Ballroom lessons,  - $7 

 Every Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.: Argentine Tango Dance/ Lesson - $7 

 Every Wednesday, 6 p.m.: Swing Dance/Lesson - $7 

 1st and 3rd Thursday 7 p.m.: Salsa Dance/Lesson - $7  

 1st and 3rd Sunday, 6 p.m.: Band/Ballroom Dance and Band - $7 

 2nd & 4th Sunday, 6 p.m.: Ballroom DJ & dance - $7 
 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
Administration 

Calls for Service: 

Offenses  35 

Arrests  15 

Traffic citations 36 

 
Examples of arrests and significant incidents or calls this week: 

Officers responded to a burglary report in the 2600 block of 48th Street on the afternoon of 
November 6 after suspects entered through a dining room window but did not take anything. 
The home was ransacked and it appeared the suspects were looking for specific items. The 
victim was not at home at the time of the burglary. 

A Gulfport resident contacted police on the afternoon of November 6 after receiving a call from a 
man claiming to be from Microsoft selling computer programs. The caller convinced the resident 
to provide her credit card information then charged over $600 on the card. Microsoft does not 
conduct cold-calling sales practices. 

A cheerleading group was practicing in the park at the beach on the evening of November 6 
when a nearby resident confronted them about the noise they were making. Tempers flared and 
the cheerleading coach claimed the resident pushed her. The trouble was over by the time 
police arrived, and the coach did not wish to prosecute. 

Officers responded to a burglary in progress in the 2600 block of Upton Street on November 7 
after witnesses reported seeing two males enter a residence while the tenants were away and 
exit with a large black canvass bag described as possibly a gun case. A Mossberg 12g shotgun 
was taken but recovered from the backyard of a nearby abandoned house. The subjects, both 
juveniles were positively identified by witnesses and charged with burglary of a residence and 
grand theft. 

Officers responded to the 6000 block of 7th Avenue on the evening of November 7 after a 
juvenile reported his $250 headphones were snatched from his as he was using them. The 
victim recognized the suspect who fled the scene in a vehicle as a former BCHS classmate. The 
suspect was located and arrested after giving inconsistent statements. His shoes were matched 
to footprints at the scene of the crime. 

Officers performed a traffic stop on two individuals riding bicycles without lights on the Pinellas 
Trail in the early morning hours of November 8. Both subjects consented to a search, and one 
was found to be in possession of a controlled substance.  He was arrested. 

http://www.gulfportma.com/
mailto:dan@igc.org
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Officers responded to the 5500 block of 18th Avenue on November 8 after Robert Langford saw 
his girlfriend’s car parked at a Gulfport resident’s house and challenged the resident to a fight.  
When the resident didn’t respond, Langford slashed two tires on the resident’s truck. He was 
charged with criminal mischief. 

Officers responded to the Boca Ciega Center on the afternoon of November 8 for a late reported 
theft after an 88 year old female reported that $55.00 was taken from her purse in her room. 
There were no witnesses or suspects. 

A woman came to the police department on the evening of November 8 to report that someone 
had used her EBT card without her knowledge. The card had $129.00 left on it when it was last 
used, and it now has a 0 balance.  

Officer Crowson found Cheryl Meehan sleeping in a unit at Southwest Pinellas Storage in the 
early morning hours of November 9. Meehan had been warned and arrested in the recent past 
for sleeping in the unit. She was arrested again for violating the minimum housing ordinance.  

Officer Tiffany Ashcom conducted a bicycle stop in the 1100 block of 49th Street on the evening 
of November 9 and made contact with a juvenile who was on felony probation with a court 
ordered curfew between 7 p.m. & 5:30 a.m. The juvenile was arrested for violation of curfew.  

Officers responded to a burglary report in the 5200 block of 8th Avenue on the morning of 
November 10 after someone used a brick paver to smash a home’s living room window while 
the resident slept on the sofa. The subject fled, possibly after seeing the resident on the sofa. 

Officers responded to a residence in the 4700 block of Coronado Way on the afternoon of 
November 10 after a neighbor reported a white male breaking in through a side window. 
Suspect Andrew Marks fled when police arrived and was located hiding in the easement behind 
the house. He admitted to entering the house which belongs to his mother through the window 
and stealing several pieces of gold jewelry. He was arrested. 

Officers responded to the scene of a burglary in the 5900 block of 15th Avenue on the afternoon 
of November 10 in which expensive electronics and jewelry were stolen. The suspect(s) most 
likely made entry through an unsecure rear door. 

A man went to Bayfront Medical Center with bullet wounds to his legs early November 11, 
claiming he was shot in a robbery attempt in Gulfport. The victim was uncooperative with 
investigating officers and no evidence was found at the alleged crime scene. 

Officers were called to the 900 block of 60th Street on the morning of November 11 for a stand-
by to keep the peace. Upon arrival they witnessed the suspect strike the victim. The suspect 
was arrested for Domestic Battery and transported to the Pinellas County Jail. 

Rookie Officer Christopher Randazzo located a stolen vehicle being driven northbound on 49th 
Street on the morning of November 12. The driver attempted to flee but officers maintained 
pursuit of the vehicle as it fled into St. Petersburg. The final stop occurred at Fairfield Avenue & 
35th Street. The vehicle was used in a drive by shooting in St. Petersburg earlier this month. 
 
Investigations: 

New Cases:    18 
Cases Assigned:   6 
Cases Suspended - No Leads 9 
Cases Cleared With Arrest:  1 
Cases Exceptionally Cleared:  0 
Cases Unfounded/No Crime:  2 
Cases Referred Back to Patrol: 0 
 
Supplements Received:  10 
Cases Cleared With Arrest:  0 
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Previously cleared with Arrest: 3 
Cases Closed-No Leads:  0 
Cases Unfounded/No Crime:  1 
Exceptionally Cleared:  0 
Cases Still Active:   6 
 
Detective Hanh Pham was Acting Supervisor for CIS while Detective Sergeant Tom Woodman 
attended the Florida Homicide Investigators Association conference in Lake Mary. He reviewed 
18 new cases and assigned 6 to detectives. He also reviewed 10 supplements and assigned 6.    

Detective Jimmie Embry found a new address listing for a suspect in a burglary case he is 
investigating and will attempt to locate him for an interview. He also followed up on assigned 
cases. 

School Resource Officer Steve Beltran spoke with a classroom on November 12 to answer 
various law enforcement questions.   

School Resource Officer Jason Motte mediated several altercations preventing fights from 
occurring. He also took a report for counterfeit currency which was forwarded to Secret Service, 
assisted patrol with a burglary in progress and located the firearm that was stolen from a 
residence, and investigated a potential hazing incident that was determined to be a locker room 
altercation/fight. Additionally, he covered an off duty event at the Gulfport Casino and attended 
the refresher training for ASP/OC/Handcuffing procedures. 

This week Crime Analyst Margaret Palmisano created and distributed a “Be on the Look Out” 
bulletin for Detective Pham. She also completed 19 checks of the pawn database regarding 
cases with identifiable property or a named suspect, and worked in records for 10 hours. 

The Special Enforcement Team (SET) met to discuss a change in personnel, equipment needs, 
training ideas and detail forecasts.  
 
Records 

Reports reviewed:      4     
Supplements reviewed:      17  
Reports disseminated   9 
Public records requests:  9 
Bike registrations:    3 
Fingerprints:     0 
Subpoenas processed:   11 
Citizens assisted:    37 
 
Operations Commander 

Lt. Stone supervised traffic control duties for the Veteran’s Parade on November 10. Officers 
Jesse Kellington, Zack Mills and Jon Davis assisted. He also worked on November 11 to review 
significant incidents that occurred over the weekend, completed two employee evaluations and 
attended the Special Enforcement Team meeting.   
 
Professional Standards Section 

Two written directives are under staff review: 200 - Standards of Conduct and Discipline, and; 
303 - Complaints and Corrective Action. 

Probationary Officer (P.O.) Randazzo completed field training and began his assignment as a 
solo officer with alpha squad on November 15. 

Probationary Officer (P.O.) Crystal Green has completed week 1 of phase 2 field training. 

Three officers completed a Youth Protection Training course required for all Explorer advisors.   
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Detective Sergeant Woodman attended the Florida Homicide Investigators Association 
conference in Lake Mary this week. 
 
 
MARINA 

Pumped two thousand three hundred twenty two (2,322) gallons of gas, and two hundred eighty 
two (282) gallons of diesel fuel, fueling seventy one (71) vessels. 

Assisted in twenty two (22) pump-outs evacuating five hundred sixty (560) gallons of sewage. 
This free service is well received by the boating public and helps keep our waters clean. 
 
 
LEISURE SERVICES 

Technical Events  
 
Visit the City of Gulfport YouTube website at www.youtube.com/user/cityofgulfport. Cable and 
DSL internet users can access streaming video from the City’s website at www.mygulfport.us.                                 
Watch videos of recent events. It’s a great way to keep in touch with out of town family and 
friends! Spread the word! 

 Updated weekly program schedule. Copy available at the City Hall reception desk, or 
online at http://www.mygulfport.us/GTV615/Live_Webstream.htm.                                                          

 Distributed biweekly press releases to Gabber, and weekly Constant Contact newsletter 
to email distribution list.   

 Rebooted GTV615 station equipment.  

 Set up sound system at Casino for Veterans Parade Emcee. 

 Provided media coverage for VETSports Inaugural Beach Volleyball Benefit.  

 Added PPB agenda to City Website.  

 Rebooted GTV615 station equipment.  

 Printed Volunteer Luncheon programs and delivered to Nicole Latragna.  

 Updated Women’s Softball stats, monthly calendars and upcoming events on Recreation 
Center web page.  

 Photographed new beach playground and volleyball court Ribbon Cutting & Dedication 
ceremonies.  

 Printed December calendar and delivered to City Hall & satellite facilities. 
 
Parks   

Adjusted irrigation at Senior Center and Tangerine Avenue signage area. 

Weeded, trimmed and cleaned Library & Casino grounds and Beach streetscapes; hand raked 
around benches and pavilions, cleaned beach, seeded & fertilized ball fields. 

Greased mowers and sharpened blades.  

Set up trash & recycling containers in preparation for Hero’s Weekend events. 

Mowed Senior Center grounds, Library/28th Avenue signage area, Clymer, Clam Bayou, 
Veterans & Wood Ibis Parks, City Complex, Recreation Center grounds, 55th Street & Tangerine 
Greenways, Neighborhood Center grounds, and Trail spur. 

Repaired playground equipment at Tonkin Park. 

http://www.youtube.com/user/cityofgulfport
http://www.mygulfport.us/
http://www.mygulfport.us/GTV615/Live_Webstream.htm
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Opened & cleaned Skate Park daily.  

Staff continues to rake Gulfport Beach & volleyball areas every Monday and Friday. Trash and 
debris were picked up along the water and children’s playground areas. Trash receptacles were 
emptied and the Bocce Ball courts were inspected for needed repairs.   
 
Other Activities: 

 All City park trash containers and cigarette waste containers were emptied. 

 Watered all non-irrigated areas. 

 Cleaned all City playground areas. 

 Mowed, raked, lined and dragged all ball fields daily. 
 
GEMS (Gulfport Extended Mini-Bus Service) 

The City of Gulfport offers transportation service for residents 55 and older. GEMS (Gulfport 
Extended Mobility Service) offers rides to grocery stores, medical appointments, etc. The $65 
annual registration fee entitles members to ride GEMS for $2 per one-way trip and is good for 
one year from date of registration. Want to go shopping? GEMS offers hourly trips to South 
Pasadena on Monday, Wednesdays and Fridays; transportation to the Tyrone Shopping area 
on Tuesday mornings and Thursday afternoons, and; service to Walmart & Aldi every Tuesday 
afternoon. Call 893-2242 for more information on this door-to-door service. 
 
Senior Center   

The Gulfport Senior Center will be closed Thursday & Friday, November 22 & 23 in observance 
of Thanksgiving Day. 

Looking for Christmas cards or blank note cards for loved ones? The Gulfport Senior Center is 
offering cards for sale through November 30. The regular price for each card is 25 cents. This 
month Christmas cards and blank notes are 2 for 25 cents.   

Ready to get fit and meet new friends?  If you’re over 50 visit the Foundation Fitness Center 
Monday - Thursday 8 a.m. - 7 p.m., and Fridays 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  Annual membership is $25 
or $40 a couple. Stop by the Senior Center and take a tour of our state of the art fitness facility.   

A Beginners Line Dance class is offered at Scout Hall at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesdays for 
registered members of the Senior Center. Senior Center membership is free. 

The annual Senior Center Thanksgiving Dinner Party is scheduled for Tuesday, November 20 
at 11:30 a.m. Seats are limited, and participants must be registered members of the Gulfport 
Senior Center. Tickets are available at the Center, online at www.gulfporseniorfoundation.org or 
by calling 893-1231 or 893-2237. Brentwood Senior Community Living is sponsoring this event. 

It’s Bingo Blast on Wednesday, November 28, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. Bigger and better than ever! 
Win great prizes and enjoy delicious refreshments! Where could you have more fun? Tickets 
are $10.00 in advance or at the door, available at the Senior Center or online at 
www.gulfportseniorfoundation.org. This event is sponsored by Humana, Inc.  

Think you know word games like sudoku, crosswords, find the words, Try Quares etc? 
Challenge your mind at the Puzzle Party at 11 a.m. Tuesday, December 4 and learn more 
about these mind refreshing games.  

A new weekly Tai Chi for Arthritis Program will be offered on Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. 
beginning December 6. 

Due to the success of Snack Bar Movie Day, the event has moved to a larger room. The next 
movie day is Tuesday, December 11 at 11 a.m. when Stephanie will cook up a great Hot Dog 
and Chili special for $2.50, followed by a special holiday movie with friends.   

http://www.gulfporseniorfoundation.org/
http://www.gulfportseniorfoundation.org/
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The next First Friday Mini Flea Market is December 7, 9 a.m. - noon. Find great items at 
affordable prices while supporting Senior Center special programs. Drop canned goods into the 
new “Love Bucket” for the Senior Center pantry.  

Looking for a Road Trip in December?  Gulfport Seniors are invited to the following outings: 

 Tuesday, December 4 & Monday, December 17: Hard Rock Casino in Tampa. The $20 
fee includes a $5 food voucher & $15 in free play. Bring valid ID. 

 Wednesday, December 5: Catfish Johnny’s Christmas. A long time favorite in beautiful 
Lake Panasoffkee with 20 years serving great food in a friendly, fun and casual 
atmosphere with a buffet of unique and delicious offerings & live holiday music: $59.00. 

 Tuesday, December 11: Visit Disney’s Wilderness Lodge & Grand Floridian Resort to 
view the spectacular holiday décor and enjoy a delicious buffet meal at Orlando’s 
Gaylord Palms Hotel’s premier restaurant Villa de Flora: $69. Guests are also invited to 
visit the Gaylord Palms DreamWorks Merry Madagascar movie-themed Celebration 
Lights tour for an additional fee. 

 Thursday, December 20: Bok Towercarrillon and Pinewood Estate. Experience the 
lovely musical Bok Tower and visit the beautifully decorated Pinewood Estate. Meal 
included: $59.00. 

For more information on these events, please call Carolyn at 347-0806. 
 
Need assistance with your smart phone, I-pad or android tablet? The Gulfport Senior Center will 
offer classes for registered Senior Center members with Karen Gates every Monday beginning 
in January. Call Gail at 893-2237 for more information. 
 
Gulfport Casino, Catherine Hickman Theater & Gulfport Neighborhood Center 

Casino (last week’s events):    

Sunday, November 4 6 p.m. - Ballroom Dance lesson with John 
7 p.m. - Mario DeLeon’s Band & Ballroom dance (Turnout 49) 

  

Tuesday, November 6 Noon - Intermediate Ballroom dance lessons with Carol Baker 
(Turnout 8) 
1 p.m. - Beginner Ballroom dance lesson (Turnout 4) 
2 p.m. - Ballroom dance 
6:30 p.m. - Beginner Argentine Tango lesson 
8 p.m. - Milonga dance (Turnout 31) 

  

Wednesday, November 7 6 p.m. - Bonus lesson with Swingtime 
7 p.m. - Beginner Swing lesson with Swingtime  
8 p.m. - Halloween Bash Swing Dance  (Turnout 195) 

  

Thursday, November 8 7:30 p.m. - Casino Royale on the Bay  (Turnout 250) 

  

Saturday, November 10 8 p.m. - Womyn’s dance    (Turnout 160) 

 
Casino (Upcoming Events):  

Every Sunday  6 p.m. - Ballroom Dance Lesson  
7 p.m. - Band & Ballroom Dance   Admission $7   
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Every Tuesday  2 p.m. - Ballroom dance   Admission $7  
6:30 p.m. - Beginning Argentine Tango lesson 
8 p.m. - Milonga dance    Admission $7 

  

Every Wednesday 6 p.m. - Bonus dance lesson with Swingtime 
7 p.m. - Beginner Swing lesson with Swingtime 
8 p.m. - Swing dance    Admission $7 

  

Monday, November 28 7 p.m. - USA Ballroom dance. Admission members $5, 
nonmembers $7 

 
Catherine Hickman Theater (last week’s events) 

Sunday, November 4 10 a.m. - Gulfport Community Players (GCP) stage setup/rehearsal 

  

Monday, November 5 6 p.m. - GCP play rehearsal 

  

Tuesday, November 6 6 p.m. - GCP play rehearsal 

  

Wednesday, November 7 8 p.m. - GCP dress rehearsal & family performance of The Playboy 
of the Western World (Turnout 40) 

  

Thursday, November 8 8 p.m. - GCP presents The Playboy of the Western World (Turnout 
60) 

  

Friday, November 9  8 p.m. - GCP presents The Playboy of the Western World (Turnout 
51) 

  

Saturday, November 10 8 p.m. - GCP presents The Playboy of the Western World (Turnout 
59) 

 
Catherine Hickman Theater (upcoming events) 

Friday & Saturday, November 16 & 17, 8 p.m. and Sunday, November 18, 2 p.m. - The Gulfport 
Community Players (GCP) present The Playboy of the Western World, a classic Irish drama 
with murder, humor & romance. Written by J.M. Synge. Tickets $15, available at the Gulfport 
Casino, Beach Bazaar, the Gulfport Chamber of Commerce, or by calling 322-0136. 
 
Neighborhood Center (Last week’s events): 

Sunday, November 4 9:30 a.m. - Faith Cathedral International Church services (Turnout 22) 
6:15 p.m. - Over Eaters Anonymous meeting (Turnout 7) 

 
Neighborhood Center (Upcoming events): 

Every Sunday 6 p.m. - Overeaters Anonymous meeting 

  

Every first - third Sunday 9:30 a.m. - Faith Cathedral International Church services 

  

Every fourth Sunday 9:15 a.m. - Bible study 

 
Scout Hall (Last week’s events):  

Monday - Wednesday 7 a.m. - Alcoholics Anonymous meeting 
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Tuesday, November 6 10:30 a.m. - Senior Center Line Dancing  (Turnout 10) 

 
Scout Hall (Upcoming Events): 

Every Monday - Friday 7 a.m. - Alcoholics Anonymous meeting 

 
 
LIBRARY 

The Gulfport Library offers free one-on-one computer instruction on a first come basis every 
Monday and Wednesday from 10:30 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
 
Public Programs/Meetings/Events: 

 Tuesday, November 6, 7 a.m. - 7 p.m. - General Election polling site. 

 Tuesday, November 6, 3 p.m. - eSalon facilitated by Alex Hooks. 

 Wednesday, November 7, 10 a.m. - Gulfport Prompt Short Story Writers meeting. 

 Wednesday, November 7, 3 p.m. - Teen Zone, facilitated by Sheri Stanley. 

 Thursday, November 8, 10:30 a.m. - Storyime for Preschoolers facilitated by Diann 
Morningstar. 

 Thursday, November 8, 4:30 p.m. - Business Debtors Anonymous meeting. 

 Saturday, November 10, 10 a.m. - NaNoWriMo group meeting. For more information call 
Sheri at 893-1074. 

 Saturday, November 10, 11 a.m. - Holiday Crafts Fun for Kids facilitated by Cailey 
Klasson. 

 Saturday, November 10, 1 p.m. - In Our Own Words youth book writing 
workshop/contest. 
 

Upcoming Events: 

 Saturday, November 17 - Free Family Movie Day: 10:30 a.m. - Oblivion Island: Haruka 
and the Magic Mirror; 1:30 p.m. - Dark Shadows. Enjoy free popcorn provided by the 
Circle of Friends of the Gulfport Library.  For more information call 893-1073. 

 Every Tuesday, 3 p.m. - eSalon. Learn to browse, place a hold, check out and download 
ebooks from our digital catalog. Meet with others to learn the basics, or discover new 
ways of using the e-Reader, tablet or mp3. For more information call 893-1073. 

 Every Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. - Free Thinkers Open Twelve Step meeting. For more 
information please call 916-0916. 

 Every Wednesday, 10 a.m. - Gulfport Prompt Short Story Writers meeting. 

 Every Wednesday, 3 p.m. - Teen Zone. Challenge your friends on the latest XBOX 360 
games or just hang out and enjoy free refreshments.   

 Every Thursday, 9:30 a.m. - Beginning Spanish. 

 Every Thursday, 10:30 a.m. - Storytime: Enjoy picture books selected to be read to 
preschool age children, in the Youth Services area at the rocking chair near the Easy 
books. 

 Every Thursday, 4:30 p.m. - Business Debtors Anonymous. 
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Library Services/Statistics November 4 - 10, 2012:   
  Items Circulated   Patrons 

Weekly Circulation: 2,008 443 

Sun. 11/4 12 4 

Mon. 11/5 327 71 

Tue. 11/6 362 93 

Wed. 11/7 341 69 

Thu. 11/8 419 85 

Fri. 11/9 304 72 

Sat. 11/10 243 50 

 
Recreation Center 

The game room is reserved 3 - 7 p.m. Saturday, November 17 for a birthday party. 
 
Programs, Classes & Activities 

Thirty nine (39) children are registered for the School Year Child Care program, a quality 
program that provides a nurturing atmosphere where children in Kindergarten through age 14 
have the opportunity to experience recreational, social, creative and enriching activities. 
Program hours are until 5:30 p.m. with extended hours available until 6 p.m. for an extra charge. 
Annual registration fee is $17 for residents and $110 for non-residents with monthly fees of 
$146 for residents and $292 for non-residents. Bus transportation is available from Pasadena 
Fundamental, Gulfport Elementary, Bear Creek Elementary and Douglas Jamerson Elementary. 

Ten (10) children are registered for the 2012/13 Tot Time Program, and eight (8) for VPK 
(Voluntary Prekindergarten). Tot Time is a pre-school, hands-on program for children ages 3-5. 
Registration fees for the Tot Time Program are $17 for residents and $110 for non residents. 
VPK is FREE for children who live in Florida and who turned 4 years of age by September 1. 
Parents must apply at the Early Learning Coalition of Pinellas County, Inc. and the child must 
receive a Certificate of Eligibility. Both programs aim to make learning fun for children and help 
prepare them for Kindergarten.  

Contractual classes: Braveheart Bootcamp, Conversational Spanish, Fencing, Gymnastics, 
Hula Dance, Karate, Pickleball, Table Tennis, Tai Chi, Tennis, Yoga and Zumba. 
One (1) 2012/13 Gulfport Skate Park sticker has been sold to date.   

Registration continues for the 2012/13 Teen Night program, a great hang out for teens in grades 
6-12 providing recreation and social activities, and offers monthly field trips, cooking projects, 
guest speakers and service projects. The teens utilize the gymnasium, game room and outdoor 
area. Annual registration fee: $2 for residents, $22 for nonresidents. Program hours are 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday, 6 - 9 p.m. To date forty one (41) teens have been registered. 
 
Staff Activities 

Marivel Gutierrez interviewed one (1) Recreation Leader applicant on Wednesday.  

John Lapham assisted with the Veterans Day Parade on Saturday and the Beach Volleyball 
game on Sunday. 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
 
Customer Service and Finance 

 Account Activity (Water and/or Marina):  31 new, 0 closed 

 Water payments:    1,021 totaling $112,293.59 
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 Online Water payments:   106 transactions totaling $8,868.59 

 Bright House payments:    18 

 Utility Bills Mailed 11/14/12:   1,257 

 Payroll 11/09/12:    159  transactions totaling $182,261.16 

 Payroll-Accounts Payable:   12 transactions totaling $22,355.00 
 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
Calls for Service: 

 36 Emergency Medical Calls 

 1 Vehicle Crash 

 2 Fire Alarms 

 2 Tree Fires 
 
Life Safety 

 3  Fire Inspections 

 2 Plans Review 

 1  C.O’s 
 

The CERT Team will provide crowd and traffic control as we welcome Santa Clause to town 
during the City Tree Lighting event at 6 p.m. Monday, December 3. For more information on 
CERT visit www.gulfportcert.com or call Bob Worthington at 916-8014.  

 
This Week’s activities: 

 The Gulfport Fire Department EMT and Paramedics continue their November 2012 St. 
Petersburg College Continuing Medical Education (CME). Topics include OB/GYN 
Emergencies and Complication; New Equipment protocols, and; Epinephrine review and 
dosage. 

 Chief Marenkovic attended a Pinellas County PALS meeting at East Lake Fire 
Department on November 13. The Medical Director’s Office spoke of protocol changes 
that will take place in January.   

 The Gulfport Fire Department’s Lieutenant Fuchs and the “A” Shift participated in the 
Great American Teach in at Gulfport Montessori and Hamilton Disston Schools on 
November 15 for approximately 200 students. 

 The Gulfport Fire Department is practicing gaining access quickly and professionally to 
businesses and homes in the event of a fire. Getting through a real door at the scene of 
a fire allows firefighters to rescue victims faster and get to the source or seat of the fire. 
This week firefighters are practicing on the new door by Firehouse Innovations which 
was designed by a firefighter in New York City. Largo's instructors are Lt. Sands, 
Firefighter Trese, and Firefighter McCartney and the training is taking place in Largo. 
The anatomy of a door is mostly a review for the firefighters and the new practice door 
allows firefighters to simulate getting through steel doors in steel frames, which is the 
toughest place to gain entry. Not all doors are created equal. Different types of tools and 
different techniques are used to gain entry depending on the door. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gulfportcert.com/
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PUBLIC WORKS 

Building Maintenance: 

 Moved furniture from Senior Center, waxed floor and replaced furniture. 

 Repaired fixture at Recreation Center. 

 Transported vehicles to Tampa for repair.    

 Replaced ballast in Theater Lobby. 

 Set up for daily events at Senior Center. 

 Performed routine daily maintenance duties at all City buildings. 
 

Streets & Sanitation:   

 Removed and disposed of animal carcasses on roadways. 

 Completed billable work orders for brush, trash, electronics and Code Enforcement.  

 Delivered recycling bins and “The City of Gulfport Recycling Guidelines” information 
sheet to multiple residential and commercial properties. 

 Received shipment of new automated containers, assembled and delivered to multiple 
residential and commercial properties. 

 Removed traffic control obstructions and debris from various roadways and alleys 
throughout City. 

 Cleaned, reset and maintained storm drains, grates and inlets at various locations 
throughout City. 

 Completed asphalt patch work on multiple potholes throughout City per direction. 

 Completed alley and easement grading, fill and dust control spraying throughout City. 

 Removed and disposed of illegal dumping at Osgood Point, Gulfport Marina, Gulfport 
Beach, Tangerine Greenway and other locations throughout City per direction. 

 Replaced/reset damaged traffic control signs throughout City. 

 Commenced bimonthly street sweeping. 

 Replenished mulch in Neighborhood Center bin. 
 

Water:  

 Daily Chloramines sampling at the points of connection to water distribution system 
(includes Saturday & Sunday). 

 Daily inspection and read of Wholesale meters (includes Saturday & Sunday). 

 Completed routes # 23, 24, 25, 26 and 27 of the monthly meter reading schedule. 

 Disconnected water service at 56 locations for non-payment of service.  

 Completed 7 non pay rechecks to confirm water services are still off. 

 Completed 100 Customer Service-generated miscellaneous service orders.  

 Completed 8 Sunshine One-Call Call Before You Dig Utility Locates.  

 Replaced 8 water meters with new style meters. 

 Reviewed permit application for fences, driveways and irrigation. 

 Collected bay water sample at Gulfport Beach for quality testing. 

 Installed new service line at 2301 54th Street. 

 Repaired water break at 2519 57th Street. 

 Replaced broken hose on Gulfport Pier fish table. 
 
Sewer 

 Daily preventive maintenance and service at lift stations 1 & 2. 

 Daily rainfall check and documentation. 

 Daily ground water elevation recording. 

 Daily per trip vehicle check inspection.   
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 Weekly generator exercise and preventive maintenance check on lift stations 1 & 2. 
Police & Fire Departments and Senior Center.  

 Weekly vehicle safety and maintenance inspection.  
 

Vehicle Maintenance   

 Replaced leaking exhaust manifold and turbo gaskets on Sanitation Truck #43. 

 Replaced grabber arm gears and bearings on Sanitation Truck #46. 

 Replaced coolant hose fittings on DPF system on Sanitation Truck #42. 

 Replaced air filters in all heavy duty trucks, backhoe and front end loader. 

 Performed routine maintenance, repairs, etc. on various City vehicles. 
 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

Don’t take chances with unlicensed contractors 

The Pinellas County Communications Department offers the following information when looking 
for qualified contractors: 

Pinellas County Construction Licensing Board helps guide homeowners in hiring a licensed 
contractor for home improvements 

From January to July of this year, the Pinellas County Construction Licensing Board issued 536 
citations against unlicensed contractors. Hiring an unlicensed contractor can put residents’ 
homes in jeopardy, produce safety hazards and cost extra money to homeowners when work is 
not done correctly.   

“Do your homework and follow the guidelines and resources provided to you by the Pinellas 
County Construction Licensing Board,” said Executive Director Rodney Fischer. “Why take a 
chance with your money and safety?” 

The function of the Pinellas County Construction Licensing Board is to regulate construction and 
home improvement contractors practicing in all Pinellas jurisdictions. 

The licensing board can tell you if a contractor has a license. They must be licensed by the 
board or the state of Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation and be 
registered with the board. Licensed contractors have passed a competency exam and perform 
electrical, plumbing or structural work in compliance with the building codes. 

The state requires licensed contractors to have workers’ compensation and liability insurance 
and the board monitors their insurance coverage. Without these, if a worker gets injured on the 
job or damages property, the homeowner is liable. Many insurance policies will not pay claims if 
an unlicensed contractor was doing the work.  
 
WHEN SELECTING A CONTRACTOR, REMEMBER: 

 Talk to friends and neighbors for recommendations. 

 Home improvement contractors of various skills must be licensed with the Pinellas 
County Construction Licensing Board. The license number must be displayed on 
advertising as well as on contracts. You can verify a contractor's license number and 
check any complaints by contacting the Pinellas County Construction Licensing Board at 
(727) 582-3100.  

 Check with the Department of Justice and Consumer Services at (727) 464-6200 to 
determine the number of complaints against a business.  

 Ask the contractor for references and follow through with verifying them.  

 Ask the contractor for proof of insurance. 

 Never deal with anyone who solicits or appears at your home unannounced.  

 Obtain a minimum of two bids for the work to be done.  

http://linux4c/clbcontractorlist/index.jsp
http://linux4c/clbcontractorlist/index.jsp
http://www.pcclb.com/jurisdictions.htm
http://www.pcclb.com/
http://www.pinellascounty.org/consumer/default.htm
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WHEN SIGNING A CONTRACT, MAKE SURE:  

 All work should be specifically stated in the contract.  
 An approximate starting and completion date should be included.  
 All warranties including labor and materials should be addressed.  
 A payment schedule should be contained in the contract.  
 Do not give a large deposit before the beginning of work and do not pay the balance until 

completion.  
 A three-day right to cancel rarely applies to home improvement contracts.  
 Do not sign a blank contract or one containing blank spaces.  
 Watch for non-refundable deposits and non-escrow accounts. In new home construction, 

part of the purchase price must be escrowed (this can be waived).  

For more information call the board at 582-3100 or check their website at www.pcclb.com.            
 
Building Division staff tries to take special time to work with homeowners embarking on do-it-
yourself projects. Whether it’s deferred maintenance or new improvements, due to hard 
economic times many are electing to do these projects themselves. Before beginning home 
improvement projects give us a call at 893-1024 to discuss plans and inspections that may be 
necessary, to explain code requirements and help you through the process.  
 
Thinking of starting a new business? Check out the New Business Checklist at 
www.mygulfport.us under the Online Services/Documents and Publications section.   
 
Code Enforcement activities continue in Section 3 of the City, also known as the Southwest 
Neighborhood Area which generally extends south from Gulfport Boulevard to the water and 
west from 58th & 59th Streets to the City Limits.  

Because the City has one inspector who focuses on one section at a time, we depend on 
residents to call in violations when they see them. We will inspect within one working day of a 
complaint to verify any violation. Please call 893-1061 if you see violations. If the inspector is 
unavailable, leave as detailed a message as possible to help us find the violation. Complaints 
can be anonymous, but if you want a follow-up you will have to leave contact information which 
means the complaint is no longer anonymous.   

To review the Code Enforcement Activities documents for more detailed information and a map 
of the Code Enforcement areas please visit the Special Documents section of the City’s website 
at www.mygulfport.us.                   
 
December 5 Planning and Zoning Board and December 18 City Council/CRA meeting: 

Consideration of amendments to the zoning code related to outdoor sales or displays within the 
WRD, CL-1 and CL-2 zoning districts to allow for expedited review.  
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http://www.pcclb.com/
http://www.mygulfport.us/
http://www.mygulfport.us/

