
Gulfport Community Update 
November 25 - December 1, 2012 

 
OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER 

Everyone is welcome at the Gulfport Holiday Tree Lighting in Clymer Park on the corner of 
Gulfport & Beach Boulevards Monday, December 3 at 7 p.m. Bundle up for an evening of 
festive music with songs performed by children from the Tot Time/VPK & School Year Child 
Care programs. Join Mayor Yakes, Gulfport City Council and Former Mayor Yvonne Johnson 
for caroling. Refreshments will be served and as always, Santa will be there personally to listen 
to all the children’s wishes.  
 
The Gulfport Fire Department is collecting donations for the Brumer family whose home at 4711 
Coronado Way was destroyed in a fire on November 21. For more information please call Fire 
Chief James Marenkovic at 893-1062. 
 
The American Red Cross is accepting funds to provide shelter, food and other assistance to 
those affected by Hurricane Sandy. To donate visit www.redcross.org, call 800-Red-Cross or 
text "Redcross" to 90999. For more information please call 800-933-2566. 
 
The Osgood Point kayak launch ramp is closed for construction through December 23. Kayaks 
may be launched from the Gulfport Municipal Marina. 
 
Gulfport City Hall will be closed on Monday & Tuesday, December 24 & 25 in observance of the 
Christmas holiday, and Monday, December 31 & Tuesday, January 1 in observance of the 
New Year holiday. Sanitation pick-ups scheduled for Tuesday will be rescheduled to 
Wednesday, December 26 & January 2. There will be no Wednesday yard waste pick up on 
December 26 or January 2. 
 
The Public Works Sanitation Department participated in the Great American Teach-in at 
Gulfport Elementary School last week. Students were presented with recycling fun facts and 
then given a demonstration by the recycle truck. 
 
Events: 

The Gulfport Multipurpose Senior Center annual Thanksgiving dinner party was November 20 
(photos below). Thank you to Brentwood Senior Community Living for sponsoring this event.    

 

http://www.redcross.org/
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It was a wonderful Green Saturday at the Catherine Hickman Theater November 24 (photos 
below). This event is intended to help spur a movement to plant food-producing fruit and nut 
trees on public land, including parks and churches. The seminar on planting and caring for 
Florida fruit trees can be viewed on the City of Gulfport YouTube site and GTV615.  

 
 
Upcoming: 

Come hungry to the all you can eat Lions Pancake Breakfast on Saturday, December 1, 7 - 11 
a.m. at the Lions Club, 4630 Tifton Drive. Admission: $5. For more information call 515-7509. 

The Gulfport Tuesday Fresh Market is a weekly year-round open-air market featuring fruits, 
vegetables and a wide variety of foods; hand-made art and crafts; bath, body and wellness 
products; live music and more. Over 50 vendors and exhibitors participate each Tuesday, 9 a.m. 
- 3 p.m. with extended hours until 8 p.m. and special events on the first Tuesday of each month.  
Bring donations of non-perishable food, toiletries and personal needs for the Gulfport Senior 
Center Pantry to the Gulfport Merchants Association tent each Tuesday. Gulfport has a variety 
of independent shops, boutiques, galleries and restaurants, all within easy walking distance. 
The cluster of restaurants in the village has become one of Tampa Bay’s premier dining 
destinations. Shops and restaurants are open to welcome Tuesday evening visitors. Parking is 
free and convenient. Join Chef James Clark, owner and chef of T and Me Tea Co. in the 
outdoor courtyard adjacent to Salty Sal’s, 2930 Beach Boulevard at 6 p.m. December 4 as he 
prepares his sundried tomato Foacaccia bread. Chef Clark previously worked at the St. 
Petersburg Vinoy Resort, and his Foacaccia is a crowd favorite! For more information visit 
www.gulfportma.com or www.facebook.com/gulfportfreshmarket.  

Everyone is invited to the 49th Street South Business Association (So49) monthly meeting at 
the Neighborhood Center at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, December 5. For more information call 515-
4941. 

Enjoy the crisp December air and get into the holiday spirit at First Friday Gulfport Art-Walk 
on Beach Boulevard in the Waterfront District on December 7, 6 - 10 p.m. Call 322-5217 for 
more information. 

Visit the Christmas Collectorama: Santa-Comes-to-the-South Holiday Antiques Show on 
Saturday, December 8, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., at the Catherine Hickman Theater. Admission: $5.00. 
Call 421-0441 or visit http://hulahula.biz for more information.  

Enjoy music, shopping and holiday carols during the annual Holiday Hoopla extravaganza on 
Beach Boulevard Saturday, December 8, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Admission is free for this event. For 
more information call 322-5217. Stay for the BCYC Annual Christmas Boat Parade. The boats 
will leave Gulfport Marina at 6 p.m. and head to Gulfport Beach. Sail and power boats are 
welcome to join in the fun. There is an entry fee of two unwrapped toys for Operation Santa or a 
donation can be made. For more information call 430-7241 or visit www.sailbcyc.org.   

Everyone is welcome to the Crime Watch Meeting at the Gulfport Neighborhood Center, 1617 
49th Street on Monday, December 10 at 7 p.m. Call 327-3509 for more information. 
          
Weekly Casino Ballroom Events   

 Every Tuesday, 12 p.m.: Ballroom lessons,  - $7 

 Every Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.: Argentine Tango Dance/ Lesson - $7 

http://www.gulfportma.com/
http://www.facebook.com/gulfportfreshmarket
http://hulahula.biz/
http://www.sailbcyc.org/
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 Every Wednesday, 6 p.m.: Swing Dance/Lesson - $7 

 1st and 3rd Thursday 7 p.m.: Salsa Dance/Lesson - $7  

 1st and 3rd Sunday, 6 p.m.: Band/Ballroom Dance and Band - $7 

 2nd & 4th Sunday, 6 p.m.: Ballroom DJ & dance - $7 
 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
Administration 

Calls for Service: 

Offenses  31 

Arrests  11 

Traffic citations 29 

 
Examples of arrests and significant incidents or calls this week: 

Tanya Teltoe was issued a notice to appear on a Simple Battery charge on November 20. She 
pulled the victim’s hair because the victim called her a name. 

Officers responded to a brush fire in the 2100 block of 53rd Street on November 21. A palm tree 
and grass were scorched. No property damage was reported. 

Officers responded to a house fire in the 4700 block of Coronado Way South on November 21. 
All occupants were able to safely exit the residence, and the cause of the blaze remains 
unknown at this time. 

A vehicle struck another vehicle at the intersection and fled the scene on November 21. An 
officer attempted to stop the suspect vehicle but the driver fled. 

An officer responded to the 3000 block of 52nd Street on November 22 regarding a barking dog 
complaint. The dogs were barking constantly for more than twenty minutes, and a notice to 
appear for an ordinance violation was issued. 

Officers extinguished a burning wooden privacy fence in the 2200 block of York Street on 
November 22. They used their fire extinguishers to put out the fire before E-6 and E-17 arrived 
on scene. Gulfport Fire determined that the fire was started by a cigarette that wasn’t 
extinguished properly. E-17 ensured the fire was completely out before leaving the scene. There 
were no signs of arson.  

Officers responded to the 3000 block of 56th Street on November 23 after a caller reported 
seeing a juvenile enter a screened porch while several others stood watch. Two were stopped, 
and one was in possession of a screw driver. They were released to their parents. 

Officers responded to the 3100 block of 59th Street on November 23 after witnesses reported 
seeing a blue Ford Explorer strike a parked vehicle. The male driver left the scene. The tag on 
the vehicle was later discovered to have been stolen from a car in St Petersburg.  

Officers interviewed the victim of a battery on November 24 after a St. Pete General Hospital 
Emergency Room employee notified the communications center of a patient with injuries 
reported to be from a beating. The victim who suffered a broken nose and severe abrasions and 
bruises on her face, arms, and legs was beaten by her uncle during an argument in the 5200 
block of 18th Avenue South. The suspect was located on November 25 and charged with 
aggravated battery.  

Members of the Charlie Squad participated in a Click-It-Or-Ticket traffic detail at Gulfport 
Boulevard & 58th Street for approximately an hour and a half on November 25, resulting in nine 
citations. 
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Officers responded to the 5500 block of 10th Avenue on November 25 after a caller reported a 
vehicle with juvenile occupants being disorderly in the Church of the Nazarene parking lot.  
Upon arrival officers located 2 juveniles and an adult. Numerous beer bottles and a small baggie 
with marijuana and a pipe could be seen inside the vehicle. While removing the items and 
individuals from the car, a gun was discovered near the feet of the front adult passenger. He 
was arrested for illegal open carry of a firearm, contributing to the delinquency of a minor, and 
possession of marijuana. The juveniles were also arrested for possession of marijuana and 
turned over to their parents. 

Two palm trees were intentionally burned on November 26, with one causing in $20,000 in 
damages to Progress Energy power lines and equipment. Witnesses gave a description of the 
man who ran away after starting the fire in the area of 57th Street & 23rd Avenue. A resident 
discovered the second fire in the alleyway of the 5500 block of 27th Avenue and extinguished it 
himself. There were no witnesses. 
 
Investigations: 

New Cases:    17 
Cases Assigned:   4 
Cases Cleared With Arrest:  7 
Cases Exceptionally Cleared:  0 
Cases Unfounded/No Crime:  4 
Cases Referred Back to Patrol: 2 
 
Supplements Received:  5 
Cases Cleared With Arrest:  1 
Previously cleared with Arrest: 1 
Cases Closed-No Leads:  0 
Cases Unfounded/No Crime:  0 
Exceptionally Cleared:  0 
Cases Still Active:   3 
 
Detective Hanh Pham recovered an iPad reported stolen from a residence in Gulfport at a local 
pawn shop and is attempting to locate the suspect(s). He also continued investigating assigned 
cases. 

This week Detective Embry attempted to make contact with a female suspect involved in a 
grand theft case. He is still looking for the suspect, and continued investigating assigned cases. 

Last week school was closed for Thanksgiving Break. When classes resumed on Monday Ofc 
Motte mediated an altercation preventing a fight and recovered a runaway. 

Detective Sergeant Woodman, Officer Beltran, and Detectives Pham and Embry attended ASP 
training on Monday.   

Analyst Palmisano completed the open case list, PCSO October 2012 call out report and a 
review of stolen property listed in ACISS with a known serial number for entry in FCIC. She also 
completed an updated version of the fire analysis, and created and distributed a Bulletin 
regarding burglaries in PYCC.  

Members of SET conducted a surveillance detail on the afternoon of November 21 in an effort to 
locate and apprehend the individual(s) responsible for recent brush fires. Additional surveillance 
details are planned.  
 
Records 

Reports reviewed:      1     
Supplements reviewed:      39  
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Public records requests:  13 
Bike registrations:    2 
Fingerprints:     8 
Subpoenas processed:   17 
Citizens assisted:    47 
 
All sworn members have completed refresher training in the use of the baton, chemical 
weapons, and handcuffing techniques. 
 
 
MARINA 

Pumped one thousand eight hundred ninety eight (1,898) gallons of gas, and one thousand nine 
hundred eighty (1,980) gallons of diesel fuel, fueling seventy seven (77) vessels. 

Assisted in fifty two (52) pump-outs evacuating eight hundred four (804) gallons of sewage. This 
free service is well received by the boating public and helps keep our waters clean. 
 
Transient Vessels 
Staff welcomed a 50’ motor boat, 47’ motor boat, a 36’ sailboat, 37’ sailboat and a 27’ sailboat 
this week.  Welcome to Gulfport! 
 
 
LEISURE SERVICES 

Technical Events  
 
Visit the City of Gulfport YouTube website at www.youtube.com/user/cityofgulfport. Cable and 
DSL internet users can access streaming video from the City’s website at www.mygulfport.us.                                  
Watch videos of recent events. It’s a great way to keep in touch with out of town family and 
friends! Spread the word! 

 Updated weekly program schedule. Copy available at the City Hall reception desk, or 
online at http://www.mygulfport.us/GTV615/Live_Webstream.htm.                                                           

 Distributed biweekly press releases to Gabber, and weekly Constant Contact newsletter 
to email distribution list.   

 Rebooted GTV615 station equipment, City Intranet Server and WIFI router.  

 Enhanced low third graphics package for GTV615.  

 Commenced housekeeping preparations for 2013 meeting pages on City website.    

 Updated scrolling December Calendar on City of Gulfport website. 

 Updated Women’s Softball stats and upcoming events on Recreation Center web page. 

 Photographed Senior Center Thanksgiving Dinner Party on November 20. 

 Provided video coverage for Fruit and Nut Tree Seminar during the Green Saturday 
Grow event at the Catherine Hickman Theater on November 24. The seminar is 
available for viewing on GTV615 and City YouTube site.   

 Attended Holiday Hoopla planning meeting at the Gulfport Casino on November 28. 
 
Parks   

Adjusted irrigation at Hoyt & Lum fields and City complex. 

http://www.youtube.com/user/cityofgulfport
http://www.mygulfport.us/
http://www.mygulfport.us/GTV615/Live_Webstream.htm
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Weeded, trimmed and cleaned Library, 49th & Beach Streetscapes; trimmed palms and oak 
trees in Marina area, cleaned drainage area at Wood Ibis Park, and hand raked around benches 
and pavilions. 

Greased mowers and sharpened blades, adjusted crabs and replaced fuel lines on line trimmers 
& stick edgers.  

Installed lights on Clymer holiday tree in preparation for December 3 tree lighting event. 

Mowed Marina, Lions Club & Recreation Center grounds, and York & 49th Street termini. 

Repaired fences at Wood Ibis Park & tennis courts and benches at Clam Bayou & beach, 
installed four benches at Bocce court, and repaired lights at Skate Park. 

Opened & cleaned Skate Park daily.  

Staff continues to rake Gulfport Beach & volleyball areas every Monday and Friday. Trash and 
debris were picked up along the water and children’s playground areas. Trash receptacles were 
emptied and the Bocce Ball courts were inspected for needed repairs.   
 
Other Activities: 

 All City park trash containers and cigarette waste containers were emptied. 

 Watered all non-irrigated areas. 

 Cleaned all City playground areas. 

 Mowed, raked, lined and dragged all ball fields daily. 
 
GEMS (Gulfport Extended Mini-Bus Service) 

The City of Gulfport offers transportation service for residents 55 and older. GEMS (Gulfport 
Extended Mobility Service) offers rides to grocery stores, medical appointments, etc. The $65 
annual registration fee entitles members to ride GEMS for $2 per one-way trip and is good for 
one year from date of registration. Want to go shopping? GEMS offers hourly trips to South 
Pasadena on Monday, Wednesdays and Fridays; transportation to the Tyrone Shopping area 
on Tuesday mornings and Thursday afternoons, and; service to Walmart & Aldi every Tuesday 
afternoon. Call 893-2242 for more information on this door-to-door service. 
 
Senior Center   

The Senior Center will be closed Monday & Tuesday, December 24 & 25 in observance of the 
Christmas holiday. 

Ready to get fit and meet new friends?  If you’re over 50 visit the Foundation Fitness Center 
Monday - Thursday 8 a.m. - 7 p.m., and Fridays 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  Annual membership is $25 
or $40 a couple. Stop by the Senior Center and take a tour of our state of the art fitness facility.   

A Beginners Line Dance class is offered at Scout Hall at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesdays for 
registered members of the Senior Center. Senior Center membership is free. 

Think you know word games like sudoku, crosswords, find the words, Try Quares etc? 
Challenge your mind at the Puzzle Party at 11 a.m. Tuesday, December 4 and learn more 
about these mind refreshing games.  

A new weekly Tai Chi for Arthritis Program will be offered on Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. 
beginning December 6. 

Due to the success of Snack Bar Movie Day, the event has moved to a larger room. The next 
movie day is Tuesday, December 11 at 11 a.m. when Stephanie will cook up a great Hot Dog 
and Chili special for $2.50, followed by a special holiday movie with friends.   
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The next First Friday Mini Flea Market is December 7, 9 a.m. - noon. Find great items at 
affordable prices while supporting Senior Center special programs. Drop canned goods into the 
“Love Bucket” for the Senior Center pantry.  

Seats are limited for the Holiday Trolley Tour scheduled for 6 p.m. Monday, December 7, so 
sign up now! Stop by the Senior Center or call GEMS at 893-2242 for more information. 

Deck the halls at the Holiday Party Double Feature on December 19. Two events for one 
price: The Holiday Dinner party begins at noon, followed by the Holiday Follies at the Theater at 
1 p.m. This event is open to registered Senior Center members only. Tickets: $8.00. Seats are 
limited, so get your ticket now at the Senior Center.   

Looking for a Road Trip in December?  Gulfport Seniors are invited to the following outings: 

 Tuesday, December 4 & Monday, December 17: Hard Rock Casino in Tampa. The $20 
fee includes a $5 food voucher & $15 in free play. Bring valid ID. 

 Wednesday, December 5: Catfish Johnny’s Christmas. A long time favorite in beautiful 
Lake Panasoffkee with 20 years serving great food in a friendly, fun and casual 
atmosphere with a buffet of unique and delicious offerings & live holiday music: $59.00. 

 Tuesday, December 11: Visit Disney’s Wilderness Lodge & Grand Floridian Resort to 
view the spectacular holiday décor and enjoy a delicious buffet meal at Orlando’s 
Gaylord Palms Hotel’s premier restaurant Villa de Flora: $69. Guests are also invited to 
visit the Gaylord Palms DreamWorks Merry Madagascar movie-themed Celebration 
Lights tour for an additional fee. 

 Thursday, December 20: Bok Towercarrillon and Pinewood Estate. Experience the 
lovely musical Bok Tower and visit the beautifully decorated Pinewood Estate. Meal 
included: $59.00. 

For more information on these events, please call Carolyn at 347-0806. 
 
Want to learn more about your family tree? Instructor Kay Boatwright will assist in researching 
family histories 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. every second Friday beginning January 11 at the Catherine 
Hickman Theater. Learn where ancestors come from and nationalities; find out the variations of 
the spelling of surnames and how to build a family tree. This event is open to registered Senior 
Center members only. For more information call 893-2237 or 893-1231. 

Need assistance with your smart phone, iPad or android tablet? The Gulfport Senior Center will 
offer classes for registered Senior Center members with Karen Gates every Monday beginning 
in January. Smart Phone: January 7, iPad: January 14, and Android tablet: January 28. Call Gail 
at 893-2237 for more information. 
 
Gulfport Casino, Catherine Hickman Theater & Gulfport Neighborhood Center 

Casino (last week’s events):    

Sunday, November 18 6 p.m. - Ballroom Dance lesson with John 
7 p.m. - Mario DeLeon’s Band & Ballroom dance (Turnout 46) 

  

Monday, November 19 Private party  (Turnout 250) 

  

Tuesday, November 20 Noon - Intermediate Ballroom dance lessons with Carol Baker 
(Turnout 15) 
1 p.m. - Beginner Ballroom dance lesson (Turnout 8) 
2 p.m. - Ballroom dance 
6:30 p.m. - Beginner Argentine Tango lesson 
8 p.m. - Milonga dance (Turnout 34) 
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Wednesday, November 21 6 p.m. - Bonus lesson with Swingtime 
7 p.m. - Beginner Swing lesson with Swingtime  
8 p.m. - Pre-Thanksgiving Swing Bash featuring the St. Pete All 
Stars Blues Band  (Turnout 336) 

  

Saturday, November 24 6 p.m. - Wedding reception     

 
Casino (Upcoming Events):  

Every Sunday  6 p.m. - Ballroom Dance Lesson  
7 p.m. - Band & Ballroom Dance   Admission $7   

  

Every Tuesday  2 p.m. - Ballroom dance   Admission $7  
6:30 p.m. - Beginning Argentine Tango lesson 
8 p.m. - Milonga dance    Admission $7 

  

Every Wednesday 6 p.m. - Bonus dance lesson with Swingtime 
7 p.m. - Beginner Swing lesson with Swingtime 
8 p.m. - Swing dance    Admission $7 

  

Every Thursday 7 p.m. - Salsa lessons with Carol Rivera 
8 p.m. - Salsa dance   Admission $7 

 
Catherine Hickman Theater (last week’s events) 

Sunday, November 18 10 a.m. - Gulfport Community Players (GCP) present The Playboy 
of the Western World (Turnout 129) 

  

Saturday, November 24 3 p.m. - Green Saturday event  (Turnout 45) 

 
Catherine Hickman Theater (upcoming events) 

Saturday, December 8, 10 a.m. - Christmas Collecto-Rama Holiday Antique show, lecture on 
collecting vintage Christmas items and screening of old holiday flicks.   $5 admission 
 
Neighborhood Center (Last week’s events): 

Sunday, November 18 9:30 a.m. - Faith Cathedral International Church services (Turnout 23) 
6:15 p.m. - Over Eaters Anonymous meeting (Turnout 12) 

 
Neighborhood Center (Upcoming events): 

Every Sunday 6 p.m. - Overeaters Anonymous meeting 

  

Every first - third Sunday 9:30 a.m. - Faith Cathedral International Church services 

  

Every fourth Sunday 9:15 a.m. - Bible study 

 
Scout Hall (Last week’s events):  

Monday - Wednesday 7 a.m. - Alcoholics Anonymous meeting 

  

Tuesday, November 20 10:30 a.m. - Senior Center Line dancing   

 
Scout Hall (Upcoming Events): 

Every Monday - Friday 7 a.m. - Alcoholics Anonymous meeting 
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LIBRARY 

The Gulfport Library offers free one-on-one computer instruction on a first come basis every 
Monday and Wednesday from 10:30 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
 
Public Programs/Meetings/Events: 

 Tuesday, November 20, 3 p.m. - eSalon facilitated by Alex Hooks. 

 Wednesday, November 21, 10 a.m. - Gulfport Prompt Short Story Writers meeting. 

 Wednesday, November 21, 3 p.m. - Teen Zone, facilitated by Sheri Stanley. 

 Thursday, November 22, 10:30 a.m. - Storyime for Preschoolers facilitated by Diann 
Morningstar. 

 Thursday, November 22, 4:30 p.m. - Business Debtors Anonymous meeting. 

 Saturday, November 24, 10 a.m. - NaNoWriMo group meeting. For more information call 
Sheri at 893-1074. 
 

Upcoming Events: 

 Every Tuesday, 3 p.m. - eSalon. Learn to browse, place a hold, check out and download 
ebooks from our digital catalog. Meet with others to learn the basics, or discover new 
ways of using the e-Reader, tablet or mp3. For more information call 893-1073. 

 Every Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. - Free Thinkers Open Twelve Step meeting. For more 
information please call 916-0916. 

 Every Wednesday, 10 a.m. - Gulfport Prompt Short Story Writers meeting. 

 Every Wednesday, 3 p.m. - Teen Zone. Challenge your friends on the latest XBOX 360 
games or just hang out and enjoy free refreshments.   

 Every Thursday, 9:30 a.m. - Beginning Spanish. 

 Every Thursday, 10:30 a.m. - Storytime: Enjoy picture books selected to be read to 
preschool age children, in the Youth Services area at the rocking chair near the Easy 
books. 

 Every Thursday, 4:30 p.m. - Business Debtors Anonymous. 

 Thursday, December 20, 10:30 a.m. - Coffee/Talk discussion of the book Cannery Row 
by John Steinbeck. Copies are available at the Circulation Desk. 

 
Library Services/Statistics November 18 - 24, 2012:   
  Items Circulated   Patrons 

Weekly Circulation: 1,586 344 

Sun. 11/18 2 1 

Mon. 11/19 413 92 

Tue. 11/20 341 78 

Wed. 11/21 447 93 

Thu. 11/22 Holiday 

Fri. 11/23 Library closed 

Sat. 11/24 357 80 
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Recreation Center 

Programs, Classes & Activities 

Forty one (41) children are registered for the School Year Child Care program, a quality 
program that provides a nurturing atmosphere where children in Kindergarten through age 14 
have the opportunity to experience recreational, social, creative and enriching activities. 
Program hours are until 5:30 p.m. with extended hours available until 6 p.m. for an extra charge. 
Annual registration fee is $17 for residents and $110 for non-residents with monthly fees of 
$146 for residents and $292 for non-residents. Bus transportation is available from Pasadena 
Fundamental, Gulfport Elementary, Bear Creek Elementary and Douglas Jamerson Elementary. 

Ten (10) children are registered for the 2012/13 Tot Time Program, and eight (8) for VPK 
(Voluntary Prekindergarten). Tot Time is a pre-school, hands-on program for children ages 3-5. 
Registration fees for the Tot Time Program are $17 for residents and $110 for non residents. 
VPK is FREE for children who live in Florida and who turned 4 years of age by September 1. 
Parents must apply at the Early Learning Coalition of Pinellas County, Inc. and the child must 
receive a Certificate of Eligibility. Both programs aim to make learning fun for children and help 
prepare them for Kindergarten.  

Contractual classes: Braveheart Bootcamp, Conversational Spanish, Fencing, Gymnastics, 
Hula Dance, Karate, Pickleball, Table Tennis, Tai Chi, Tennis, Yoga and Zumba. 
One (1) 2012/13 Gulfport Skate Park sticker has been sold to date.   

Registration continues for the 2012/13 Teen Night program, a great hang out for teens in grades 
6-12 providing recreation and social activities, and offers monthly field trips, cooking projects, 
guest speakers and service projects. The teens utilize the gymnasium, game room and outdoor 
area. Annual registration fee: $2 for residents, $22 for nonresidents. Program hours are 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday, 6 - 9 p.m. To date forty nine (49) teens have been registered. 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
 
Customer Service and Finance 

 Account Activity (Water and/or Marina):  15 new, 0 closed 

 Water payments:    823 totaling $84,526.79 

 Online Water payments:   62 transactions totaling $6,068.01 

 Bright House payments:    23 

 Utility Bills Mailed 11/28/12:   1,310 

 Payroll 11/21/12:    162 transactions totaling $178,840.91 

 Payroll-Accounts Payable:   11 transactions totaling $20,813.62 
 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
Calls for Service: 

 32 Emergency Medical Calls 

 4 Structure Fires 

 1 WFF 

 1 Structure Response Sinkhole 

 2 Vehicle Crashes 

 1 Gas Leak 

 2 Tree Fires 

 1 Fire Outside Structure 
 



 

 11 

Life Safety 

 2 Fire Inspections 

 1 Plans Review 

 2 Smoke Detectors 

 1 Fire Investigation 
 

The CERT Team will provide crowd and traffic control as we welcome Santa Clause to town 
during the City Tree Lighting event at 6 p.m. Monday, December 3. For more information on 
CERT visit www.gulfportcert.com or call Bob Worthington at 916-8014.  

 
This Week’s activities: 

 The Gulfport Fire Department EMT and Paramedics have finished their November 2012 
St. Petersburg College Continuing Medical Education (CME).  

 Chief Marenkovic and the EMS Coordinators are reviewing new changes to the Medical 
operational Manual (MOM’s) from the new Medical Director’s Office.   

 Chief Marenkovic is reviewing the union contact agreed upon by the City Manager and 
the IAFF President. The contract will go to council for approval on December 4. 

 Chief Marenkovic met with Bob Williams, Chief Vincent and Gulfport Merchants 
Association on November 28 to discuss safety planning for the Third Annual Holiday 
Hoopla. 

 Fitch & Associates and the Optima Deployment Modeling group will be in town the week 
of December 10 to meet with South County Fire Chiefs (Gulfport, Lealman, St. Pete 
Beach, St. Petersburg, South Pasadena, and Treasure Island). The intent of the meeting 
to see the preliminary model in action, review the data model for accuracy, and have 
Optima’s staff answer technical questions. 

 The Town Shores Kenmore building had a water leak from the underground pipe 
supplying the standpipe system. City Code requires old black steel pipe to be retrofitted 
to include a backflow preventer onto the City system. The contractor has applied for 
permits to restore the system as soon as possible. Gulfport Fire & Utilities Departments 
are assisting to resolve the issue. 

 
 
PUBLIC WORKS 

Building Maintenance: 

 Arranged for pest control company to retreat Casino for termites. 

 Obtained bids from janitorial contractor for services at Library and Senior Center. 

 Repaired stucco at two sewer lift stations and Recreation Center. 

 Repaired damage in men’s restroom at Casino. 

 Set up for daily events at Senior Center. 

 Performed routine daily maintenance duties at all City buildings. 
 

Streets & Sanitation:   

 Removed and disposed of animal carcasses on roadways. 

 Completed billable work orders for brush, trash, electronics and Code Enforcement.  

 Delivered recycling bins and “City of Gulfport Recycling Guidelines” information sheet to 
multiple residential and commercial properties. 

 Received shipment of new automated containers, assembled and delivered to multiple 
residential and commercial properties. 

http://www.gulfportcert.com/
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 Removed traffic control obstructions and debris from various roadways and alleys 
throughout City. 

 Cleaned, reset and maintained storm drains, grates and inlets at various locations 
throughout City. 

 Completed asphalt patch work on multiple potholes throughout City per direction. 

 Completed alley and easement grading, fill and dust control spraying throughout City. 

 Removed and disposed of illegal dumping at Osgood Point, Gulfport Marina, Gulfport 
Beach, Tangerine Greenway and other locations throughout City per direction. 

 Replaced/reset damaged traffic control signs throughout City. 

 Installed new “End of School Zone” signs on 58th Street & 7th Avenue per Police 
Department instructions. 

 Completed bi-monthly street sweeping. 

 Completed sidewalk work at Casino. 

 Cleaned and removed debris from City Garage, truck wash area and Neighborhood 
Center holding area. 
 

Water:  

 Daily Chloramines sampling at the points of connection to water distribution system 
(includes Saturday & Sunday). 

 Daily inspection and read of Wholesale meters (includes Saturday & Sunday). 

 Completed routes #34, 35, 45, 46 and 47 of the monthly meter reading schedule. 

 Disconnected water service at 40 locations for non-payment of service.  

 Completed 40 non pay rechecks to confirm water services are still off. 

 Completed 194 Customer Service-generated miscellaneous service orders.  

 Completed 2 Sunshine One-Call Call Before You Dig Utility Locates.  

 Replaced 14 water meters with new style meters. 

 Reviewed permit application for fences, driveways and irrigation. 

 Collected bay water sample at Gulfport Beach for quality testing. 

 Repaired 4” water breaks at 1107 Pelican Drive & 5407 25th Avenue, and broken water 

line at Scout Hall. 
 
Sewer 

 Daily preventive maintenance and service at lift stations 1 & 2. 

 Daily rainfall check and documentation. 

 Daily ground water elevation recording. 

 Daily per trip vehicle check inspection.   

 Weekly generator exercise and preventive maintenance check on lift stations 1 & 2. 
Police & Fire Departments and Senior Center.  

 Weekly vehicle safety and maintenance inspection.  

 Replaced sewer lateral at 5407 29th Avenue. 
 

Vehicle Maintenance   

 Replaced frontend suspension and fuel pump on Facility Maintenance vehicle #65. 

 Performed routine maintenance, repairs, etc. on various City vehicles. 
 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

Don’t take chances with unlicensed contractors 

The Pinellas County Communications Department offers the following information when looking 
for qualified contractors: 
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Pinellas County Construction Licensing Board helps guide homeowners in hiring a licensed 
contractor for home improvements 

From January to July of this year, the Pinellas County Construction Licensing Board issued 536 
citations against unlicensed contractors. Hiring an unlicensed contractor can put residents’ 
homes in jeopardy, produce safety hazards and cost extra money to homeowners when work is 
not done correctly.   

“Do your homework and follow the guidelines and resources provided to you by the Pinellas 
County Construction Licensing Board,” said Executive Director Rodney Fischer. “Why take a 
chance with your money and safety?” 

The function of the Pinellas County Construction Licensing Board is to regulate construction and 
home improvement contractors practicing in all Pinellas jurisdictions. 

The licensing board can tell you if a contractor has a license. They must be licensed by the 
board or the state of Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation and be 
registered with the board. Licensed contractors have passed a competency exam and perform 
electrical, plumbing or structural work in compliance with the building codes. 

The state requires licensed contractors to have workers’ compensation and liability insurance 
and the board monitors their insurance coverage. Without these, if a worker gets injured on the 
job or damages property, the homeowner is liable. Many insurance policies will not pay claims if 
an unlicensed contractor was doing the work.  
 
WHEN SELECTING A CONTRACTOR, REMEMBER: 

 Talk to friends and neighbors for recommendations. 

 Home improvement contractors of various skills must be licensed with the Pinellas 
County Construction Licensing Board. The license number must be displayed on 
advertising as well as on contracts. You can verify a contractor's license number and 
check any complaints by contacting the Pinellas County Construction Licensing Board at 
(727) 582-3100.  

 Check with the Department of Justice and Consumer Services at (727) 464-6200 to 
determine the number of complaints against a business.  

 Ask the contractor for references and follow through with verifying them.  

 Ask the contractor for proof of insurance. 

 Never deal with anyone who solicits or appears at your home unannounced.  

 Obtain a minimum of two bids for the work to be done.  

WHEN SIGNING A CONTRACT, MAKE SURE:  

 All work should be specifically stated in the contract.  
 An approximate starting and completion date should be included.  
 All warranties including labor and materials should be addressed.  
 A payment schedule should be contained in the contract.  
 Do not give a large deposit before the beginning of work and do not pay the balance until 

completion.  
 A three-day right to cancel rarely applies to home improvement contracts.  
 Do not sign a blank contract or one containing blank spaces.  
 Watch for non-refundable deposits and non-escrow accounts. In new home construction, 

part of the purchase price must be escrowed (this can be waived).  

For more information call the board at 582-3100 or check their website at www.pcclb.com.          
   
Building Division staff tries to take special time to work with homeowners embarking on do-it-
yourself projects. Whether it’s deferred maintenance or new improvements, due to hard 
economic times many are electing to do these projects themselves. Before beginning home 

http://linux4c/clbcontractorlist/index.jsp
http://linux4c/clbcontractorlist/index.jsp
http://www.pcclb.com/jurisdictions.htm
http://www.pcclb.com/
http://www.pinellascounty.org/consumer/default.htm
http://www.pcclb.com/
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improvement projects give us a call at 893-1024 to discuss plans and inspections that may be 
necessary, to explain code requirements and help you through the process.  
 
Thinking of starting a new business? Check out the New Business Checklist at 
www.mygulfport.us under the Online Services/Documents and Publications section.   
Code Enforcement activities continue in Section 3 of the City, also known as the Southwest 
Neighborhood Area which generally extends south from Gulfport Boulevard to the water and 
west from 58th & 59th Streets to the City Limits.  Beginning in December Code Enforcement 
activities will move to Section 4 of the City, also known as the Art District which generally 
extends south from Gulfport Boulevard to the water and west from 49th Street to 58th & 59th 
Streets South.  

Because the City has one inspector who focuses on one section at a time, we depend on 
residents to call in violations when they see them. We will inspect within one working day of a 
complaint to verify any violation. Please call 893-1061 if you see violations. If the inspector is 
unavailable, leave as detailed a message as possible to help us find the violation. Complaints 
can be anonymous, but if you want a follow-up you will have to leave contact information which 
means the complaint is no longer anonymous.   

To review the Code Enforcement Activities documents for more detailed information and a map 
of the Code Enforcement areas please visit the Special Documents section of the City’s website 
at www.mygulfport.us.                    
 
December 5 Planning and Zoning Board and December 18 City Council/CRA meeting: 

 Consideration of amendments to the zoning code related to outdoor sales or displays 
within the WRD, CL-1 and CL-2 zoning districts to allow for expedited review.  

 Discussion of Public Information Program Strategy Plan. 
 
December 12, 2012 Board of Adjustment: 

Variance Request V12-12; 4920 15th Avenue South; Variance request to: 

1. To reduce the rear yard depth setback 5 feet, from 8 feet to 3 feet to allow for an addition 
to the rear of the structure; and  

2. To reduce the commercial component of a proposed mixed use development by 4.8%,  
from the required 60% commercial ratio component of the Floor Area Ratio (FAR) to 
55.2%, and to increase the residential component of the proposed mixed use 
development by 4.8%, from the required 40% residential ratio of the Floor Area Ratio to 
44.8%.  
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