
 

 
 

 
    

  
 

     
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    
 

                
              

             
     

                    

City of Gulfport Florida
City Council Workshop Notice 

Friday, January 29, 2016 

City Hall – 2401 53rd Street South 2:30 p.m. 

Agenda 

Call to Order. 

Public Comment. 

1. Discussion: 2016 Legislative Action Days. 

2. Adjournment. 

Any person who decides to appeal any decision of the City Council with respect to any matter considered at this 
meeting will need a record of the proceedings and for such purposes may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. The 
law does not require the City Clerk to transcribe verbatim minutes; therefore, the applicant must make the necessary 
arrangements with a private reporter or private reporting firm and bear the resulting expense. Any person with a 
disability requiring reasonable accommodation in order to participate in this meeting should call (727) 893-1000 or 
fax a written request to (727) 893-1005. This meeting is open to the public. Posted: January 25, 2016 



Doubletree by Hilton Tallahassee 

i-:ebrua y L-1, 2 · 
Hotel Reservation Deadline: January 6, 2016 
Registration Deadline: January 23, 2016 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE* 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1 

Ethics Training 
1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Class meets the state 
requireme nts for Eth ics 
Continuing Education. 
Tallahassee City Hall Chambers 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2 

Legislative Briefing 
10:00 a.m. - 11 :00 a.m. 
Sittig Hall at Kleman Plaza 

Registration Desk Open 
11 :00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Doubletree 

Legislative Luncheon 
11 :45 a.m. - 1 :30 p.m. 
Doubletree 

Opening Remarks 

Invocation & Welcome 

Speakers to include va rious 
House and Senate members 

"Charge to the Delegates" 
Matthew Surrency, President, 
Florida League of Cities; 
Mayor, City of Hawthorne 

Capitol Visits 
1 :45 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

FLC Board of Directors Meeting 
4 :00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Sittig Hall at Kleman Plaza 

Reception 
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
Third Floor of FLC Office at Kleman Plaza 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3 

Continental Breakfast with 
FLC Legislative Advocates 
7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. 
Doubletree 

Capitol Visits 
8:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Florida League of Mayors Roundtable 
12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Sittig Hall at Kleman Plaza 

Florida League of Mayors 
Board of Directors Meeting 
2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Sittig Hall at Kleman Plaza 

*Subject to change 



2016 FLC LEGISLATIVE ACTION DAYS 
The Florida League of Cities' Legislative Action Days wi ll be held Tuesday and Wednesday, February 2-3, in 
Tallahassee. Hotel space is limited in Tallahassee d uring session, so make your travel plans now! 

Be part of this year's advocacy efforts as President Matthew Surrency and the League's legislative team 
strategize and prepare forthis critical session. You'll hear directly from key legislators on an arrayof important 
issues. 

The event begins on Tuesday, February 2, with a legislative briefing at 10:00 a.m. in Sittig Hall, located at the FLC office, followed by 
a legislative luncheon from 11 :45 a.m. unti l 1 :30 p.m. at the Doubletree. Learn the latest on all the key issues affecting municipalities. 
After lunch, plan to visit the Capitol for scheduled meetings with your legislators. League staff wil l work with regional leagues to 
coordinate and schedule appointments. Please be sure to indicate your local/regional league on the attached registration form. 

There wil l be a reception that evening for all registrants beginning at 6:00 p.m. Share ideas with your city colleagues and leg islators 
in a re laxed setting in the FLC office. 

On Wednesday, February 3, p lan to continue meetings with your legislat ors in the morning. Whi le the legislative appointment 
schedule is expected to conclude around noon on Wednesday, feel free to stick around for committee hearings or other legislative 
events. Please be sure t o visit the League's website at www.floridaleagueofcities.com for the latest legislative information! 

Ethics Continuing Education Workshop inTallahassee: If you are planning to be in town on Monday prior to Leg islative Action Days, 
we are offering a four-hour ethics session Monday, February 1 from 1 :00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. It wi ll be held at the FLC office in Sittig 
Hall. This class meets the state requi rements for Ethics Continuing Education. To reg ister for th is course, p lease check the box on the 
registration form below. There is no charge for League members. 

REGISTRATION FORM 
Return the completed form by January 23 to the Flo rida League of Cities, P.O. Box 1757, Talla hassee, FL 32302-1757; emai l to 
hhogarth@flcities.com; fax to (850) 222-3806; or register online at www.floridaleaguefocities.com. Please type or print information 
requested. Complete one registration form per registrant; duplicate as needed. No registration fee is requ ired; however, o n-site 
registrants cannot be guaranteed for the meal function. The deadline for cancellations is January 23. 

Name:_________ _ ________ __________ ___________________ 

First M.I. Last 

First Name or Nickname:____ ________Tit le:__________________________ 

(as you wish it to appear on your badge) 

City or County Affiliation:_____________ Local/Regional League Affil iation:_ _________ ___ _ 

Mail ing Address:__________________________________________ _ 

City: ___________________ ______ ______State:______Zip:_____ _ _ 

Phone:______ ______ Email:________________________________ _ 

First-Time Attendee? D Yes D No 

Wi ll you attend Monday's Ethics Session at Sittig Hall? D Yes D No 

Wi ll you attend Tuesday's Legislative Briefing at Sittig Hall? D Yes D No 

Special Needs: If you are physically challenged and require special service or if you have special d ietary needs, please attach a written 
description t o th is registration form and notify t he hotel for special service. 

Join your city colleagues from across Florida in the fight for Home Ru le! You can view the League's 2016 Legislative A ction Agenda 
at www.floridaleaguefocities.com. 

HOTEL INFORMATION: Doubletree by Hilton Tallahassee - 101 S.Adams St. 
Reservations can be made by calli ng the hotel at (800) 222-8733 and asking for the Florida League of Cities room block. The room 
rate is $199/ night, single or double occupancy. Self-parking is $8 per night; va let is $12 per night. The cut-off date for making 
reservations is January 6, 2016, but please remember that the room block could sell out before this date and FLC cannot guarantee 
avai labil ity at any time. Reservations must be guaranteed by one night's deposit or a major credit card and cancellations must be made 
at least 24 hours prior to arrival. 

www.floridaleaguefocities.com
www.floridaleaguefocities.com
mailto:hhogarth@flcities.com
www.floridaleagueofcities.com
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FLORIDA LEAGUE OF CITIES, INC. 
t~BOUTTHE EVENTS.ANO PUill..lCArlONSi LEG!Si./\TIVE! FINMiC!M FMIT HWK MANA(~EMENT CENTCR!'011 

UiA.GUE TRAiN!MG RESOURCE:, At)VOCACY SERV!CES iN11URANCE srnw;rs MUNiCIP,1.L m;sEARCH 

W J,l&bi i ¢ I 

-----------·-··--······-····· 

Public Records/Attorney Fees (Priority-Support) 
HB 1021 (Steuhe) and SB 122□ (Garcia) allow a judge to review the facts of a 
public records lawsuit and determine whether attorney fees should be awarded 
to a complainant. Current law requires that attorney fees be awarded to the 
complainant when a public agency has been found to have violated the public 
records law. The bills also require that complalnants provide written notice to the 
agency's custodian of records at least five business days before filing a civil action 
in order to be eligible to receive attorney fees in a public records lawsuit. HB 
1021 passed the MORE> 

Firefighter Cancer Disability Presumption (Oppose- Unfunded Mandate) 
SB 456 (Latvala) and HB HS (Pit,enhogen) establish a cancer disability 
presumpt ion for firefighters {HB 345 also applies to paramedics) that applies to 
any cancer. Under the bills, any health condition caused by any cancer resulting 
in disability or death of a firefighter or paramedic is presumed to be suffered in 
the line of duty, unless the contrary is shown by competent evidence. Under 
current law, lf a firefighter or paramedic establishes a connection between his or 
her job (such as being exposed to toxic substances or smoke) and a health 
condition related to cancer, the... MORE::. 

Location of Utilities (Priority- Oppose - Unfunded Mandate) 
CS/SB 416 (Flo res) and HB 461 (Ingram) req uire local governments, and not 
utilities, to bear the cost of relocating a utility's equipment if such equipment is 
located within a public utility easement. CS/SB 416 is awaiting action by the full 
Senate. HB 461 is in the House Apprc,p1iat1ons Commill-ee, its final committee 
stop. (MOR!> 

Hydraulic Fracturing (Fracking) (Priority - Oppose - Preemption) 
CS/HB 191 (Rodrigues) and CS/SB 318 (Richter) preempt to the state the 
regulation of all matters relating to exploration, development, production, 
processing, storage and transportation of oil and gas. The bills void existing 
ordinances that currently regulate such matters, but preserve local government 
authority to enforce zoning ordinances. Additionally, the bills revise and update 
the state's oil and gas laws to increase state oversight and permitting 
requirements for fracking. The bills require the Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) to conduct a study of the potential... MORE> 

Vacation Rentals (Priority- Support) 
HB 1287 (Mo,a,tis) and SB 15G8 (Altman) put into place new requirements on 
vacation rental properties. The bills authorize the Department of Business and 
Professional Regulations (DBPR) to suspend the license of vacation rental units 
that do not meet the following criteria: •The property must be licensed before 
beginning operation. •Each individual vacation rental must obtain a license. 
Current law allows for group licenses where multiple properties could be 
registered under the same license. •Evidence confirming registration with the 
county tax collector for remitting any tourist development.. MORE> 

Transportation Funding (Priority- Support) 
CS/CS/SB 756 (Brandes) and HB 7027 (Transpo1tation and Ports Subcomrrnttee) 
require a minimum of $15 million per year from the State Transportation Trust 
Fund to fund the Florida Seaport Transportation and Economic Development 
(FSTED) Program. The program represents a collaborative relationship between 
the Florida Department of Transportat ion and Florida's 15 public seaports. FSTED 
funds are to be used on approved projects on a 5□-50 matching basis, CS/CS/SB 
756 passed the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, 
and Economic Development (8-0) and is now in the MORE> 

Communications Services Tax (Priority- Oppose - Mandate} 
SB 2;6 (Hukill) reduces the state portion of the communicatio ns services tax (CST) 
rates by 2.0 percent, reducing the general state rate from 4.92 to 2.92 percent 
and the rate on direct-to-home satellite from 9.07 to 7.07 percent. Unlike 
legislation passed last year, there is no "hold-harmless" provision, so the bill will 
have a negative recurring impact caused by the reduction in revenues the state 
shares with local governments. SB 2S6 is in the Senate Communications, Energy 
and Public Utilities Committee. (Hughes) MORE> 

Volume 42 - Issue 4: January 22, 2016 

FLC Legi, latlve Priorit ies 
Energy, Environment and Natural 
Resources 

• Finance, Taxation and Personnel 
• Growth Management and 

Economic Affairs 
Trnnsportation and 
Intergovernmental Relations 
Urban Administration 
Other Bills of General Interest 

iVolume 42- lssue:4 January ·:• I Go] 
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Municipal Election Dates (Priority - Oppose - Preemption) 
HB 7059 (St.lie Affairs, caldwell) expressly preempts to the state the authority to 
establish the dates of elections of municipal officers. Any state law, municipal 
charter or municipal ordinance that conflicts with the bill is superseded to the 
extent of the conflict. Under the bill, municipalities have two options for 
establishing their election date. The first option requires the municipal election to 
be held on the same date as the general election in November of each even• 
numbered year or on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of 
each odd-numbered year, or both, as . MORE> 

Sea Level Rise (Priority- Support) 
1IR 1223 (Jacobs) and SB 15 ◄ 4 (Clemens) create a weather interagency working 
group for the purpose of state agencies sharing information and coordinating on 
current and potential impacts of weather events. The bills define "weather eventsN 
to include extreme heat, drought, wildfire, sea-level change, high tides, storm 
surge, saltwater intrusion, stormwater runoff, flash floods, inland flooding and 
coastal flooding. The working group is respons ible for preparing an annual report 
to the governor and Legislature that assesses the relevance and level of agency 
efforts to address impacts of weather events; creates ... MORi.:). 

Sea Level Rise/Flood Peril (Priority- Support) 
CS/CS/SB 584 (8<0ndes) and HB 929 (Ahern) authorize the Division of Emergency 
Management to administer a matching grant program to provide up to $50 
million in technical and financial assistance (subject to appropriations) to local 
governments to implement certain flood risk reduction policies and projects. The 
bills add flood mitigation projects to the list of projects eligible under the Florida 
Communities Trust program. CS/CS/SB 584 is in the Serial• Appropri,,tmns 
Comn11IIBe, its final committee stop. HB 929 is scheduled to be heard by the 
MORf> 

Public-Private Partnerships (Priority - Support) 
HB 95 (Sleube) and SB 124 (Evers) amend the statutory framework that local 
governments must adhere to when engaging in public-private partnerships (P3s). 
The legislation provides supplemental authority to local governments, thereby 
allowing cities to rely on Home Rule authority to enter into P3 agreements or 
follow the process in Florida statutes. This crucial change encourages cities that 
have not undertaken a P3 project in the past to follow the state statu te, but 
allows those e)(perienced in this procurement method to rely on their established 
procedures, Finally, the legislation authorizes local... MORE> 

Impact Fees (Priority- Oppose - Preemption) 
HS 1325 (Boyd) is a comprehensive economic development package. Of specific 
concern to municipalities, the bill prohibits local governments from imposing 
impact fees or transportation concurrency on small businesses with 12 or fewer 
employees and buildings less than 6,000 square feet unless reinstated by a 
majority vote of the local governing body. HB 1325 is in the House 
Transportr1tion anct Economic DevC'loJJment Appropnations Subcommittee. {Crui) 
MORE > 

Public Records (Priority- Support) 
CS/HS 273 (Be>hears) and CS/SB 390 (Si,npson) address publ ic records 
compliance for private contractors. Specifically, the bills require public agencies, 
including municipalities, to designate a custodian of public records and display 
custodian contact information. The bills also require all public agency contracts 
for service to include provisions relating to a contractor's compliance with public 
records laws. The bills require a complainant to provide written notice to the 
public agency and the contractor at least eight business days before filing a 
lawsuit against a contractor to be eligible for attorney fees, The... MORI> 

Public Records/Custodian (Priority- Oppose- Impairs Home Rule 
Authority) 
HB 857 (Patford) and SB 724 (Joyner) allow for a custodian of a public record to 
be held personally liable for the reasonable costs of enforcement, including 
attorney fees, if certain conditions are met. HB 857 is in the Hou~e Government 
Oper.itians Suhcomm1tter. SB 724 was temporarily postponed by the Senate 
Governmental Ovf>rs1ght ,md Accountability. MORE -• 

Vacation Rentals (Priority- Support) 
SB 348 (Altman) revises current law to allow local governments to adopt a local 
ordinance establishing up to a seven-day minimum stay requirement for vacation 
rentals. The bill also permits grandfathered communities to amend ordinances 
adopted before June 1, 2011. SB 348 is in the Senate Regulaled lnduslries 
Commlltee. H8 4045 (Richardson) and SB 1598 (Margolis) repeal the preemption 
currently preventing local governments from regulating duration,... MORE> 

Vacation Rentals (Priority - Support) 
SB 1158 (Latvala) and HB 1295 (Trumbllll) require a person engaged in leasing or 
renting a vacation rental to display a valid registration number in a rental listing 
or any advertisement of the property. The bills put in place penalties for failing to 
display a valid certificate of registration. S8 1158 requires the Department of 
Revenue, and counties in some Instances, to create an amnesty program for 
persons who have rented vacation rentals and failed to remit taxes for these 
rentals. SB 1158 is in the Senate Commerce and Tourism Commtltee. HB 1295 is 
in the MORI:> 
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Water Quality & Water Supply (Priority - Support) 
CS/CS/SB '>52 (Dean) and CS/HB 7005 (State Affairs) propose substantial changes 
to laws governing water quality and water supply. The bills establish 
requirements and strategies for the protection of First Magnit ude Springs 
(Outstanding Florida Springs) and "priority focus areas" surrounding the springs. 
If the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) determines that septic tanks 
are contributors of at least 20 percent of nonpoint source nutrient pollution in 
these springsheds, the bills require the DEP, local governments, the Department 
of Health, and public and private wastewater utilities to coordinate in ... MORE> 

At-Rislc Vessels (Support) 
HO 7025 (Highway S.1!ety 61 Waterway Safety Subcommittee) and SB 1300 (De•n) 
provide additional regulations regarding vessels that are at risk for becoming 
derelict. The bills prohibit a vessel that is at risk of becoming derelict from 
anchoring, mooring or occupying waters of the state. The bills specify conditions 
under which the Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission may determine that a 
vessel is at risk and authorizes civil penalties for violations of the prohibition. 
Under current law, local governments may regulate the anchoring and mooring 
of vessels that are located within marked mooring fields, but are prohibited from 
regulating vessels (other ... MORh 

Disposable Plastic Bags (Support) 
l-lB 143 (Richardson) and SB 306 (Bullard) authorize a municipality that is a 
"coastal community" and t hat has a population of fewer than 100,000 to establish 
a pilot program to regulate or ban disposable plastic bags (state law currently 
prohibits local governments from regulating or banning disposable plastic bags). 
HB 143 is in the House Aqriculture and Natural Re'iouices Sl1bco111m1ttee. SB 306 
passed the Senate Environmental Preo;e,valion and Conservation . MORE> 

Solid Waste/Flow Control (Oppose - Impairment of Home Rule) 
CS/SB 10'>2 (Hays) contains identical provisions relating to water resources and 
water quality as HB 5,89, but contains additional provisions, including new 
requirements relating to the application of local government solid waste "flow 
control ordinances," which are opposed by the league. First, the bill specifies that 
a solid waste "flow control" ordinance may be instituted by a local government 
only if the government owns and actively uses a resource recovery facility, and 
the local government proves the flow control ordinance is necessary to ensure 
there are sufficient materials for that facility. It further specifies that a landfill gas
to-energy system or facility is not a resource... MORb 

Agriculture (Watch) 
CS/fl8 749 (Raburn) and CS/SB 1310 (Hut,on) preempt to the Florida Department 
of Agriculture the sole authority to regulate the burning of crops on agricultural 
land. In addition, CS/SB 1310 preempts regulatory authority over commercial 
feed and feedstuff to the Department of Agriculture, and HB 749 revises the 
definition of "conservation easement" to allow such lands to remain in 
agricultural condition. CS/HB 749 passed the Hotrse Agriuulure and Natural 
Resources SubcammiltPe (10-0) and is now in the MOR[> 

Contaminated Sites (Watch) 
CS/SB 92 (Ever,) and CS/H8 3,1 (Drake) amend various provisions of state law 
concerning criteria and protocols for the cleanup of contaminated sites, 
brownfield sites and brownfield areas. CS/SB 92 is awaiting action by the full 
Senate. HB 351 passed the House Slate Affai,s Committee (16-0) and is now 
awaiting action by the full House. (O'Hara) MORE> 

Contaminated Sites (Watch) 
CS/HB 8~1 {Dra~e) revises statutory protocols for the cleanup of contaminated 
sites, including provisions addressing circumstances where surface waters are 
exposed to contaminated groundwater. In addition, the bill deletes a provision in 
law that prohibits the land application of septage at a future date. CS/HB 8S1 
passed the House Stal• Affairs Committee (14·2) and is now awaiting action by 
the full House. (O'Hara) MO RE> 

Public Land Acquisition, Management, and Surplusing (Watch) 
SU 1290 (Simpson) and HB 1075 {Caldwell) revise numerous procedures in current 
law governing the acquisition, management and surplusing of state lands. In 
general, the bills give the Legislature, as well as the governor and Cabinet, greater 
oversight over potential land acquisitions by the state. The bills expand reporting 
requirements for, and the scope of lands included in, the State Owned lands and 
Records Information System (SOLARIS). Finally, the bills reorganize many existing 
provisions in Chapters 259 (Florida Forever, Preservation 2000, state land 
acquisition) and 2S3 (lands held in public trust... MORE> 

Small Community Sewer Construction Assistance (Watch) 
HB 525 (Beshears) and SB 444 (Mon I ford) revise t he definition of the term 
"financially disadvantaged small community" to include counties and special 
districts, for purposes of obtaining grants under the Small Community Sewer 
Construction Assistance Act. HB 52S passed the House Ag1icult11re & Natural 
Rt!».ources l\ppropridtk;ns Subco11uniH~e (12~0) and is now in the House State 
Affairs ... MORE> 

Solid Waste Management Trust Fund (Watch) 
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SB 922 (Montford) and HB 987 (Diake) provide for the fund ing of a waste tire 
abatement program from the Solid Waste Management Trust Fund, by specifying 
that no more than Spercent of the 37 percent currently allocated for solid waste 
management grants may be used for a waste tire abatement program. The bills 
establish a solid waste landfill closure account within the Solid Waste 
Management Trust Fund to provide funding for the closing and long-term care of 
solid waste management facilities. The bills eliminate the waste tire abatement 
grant program for all counties except small counties having populations of fewer 
than... MORb 

Water and Wastewater (Watch) 
CS/CSJH8 491 (Smith, J) and CS/CS/SB 534 (Hays) amend various provisions 
relating to private water and wastewater utilities. Specifically, the bills provide 
that for-profit, private or investor-owned water and wastewater utilities are 
eligible for loans and grants from the Water Pollution Control Financing 
Corporation (administers the state Drinking Water Revolving Loan Trust Fund). 
CS/CS/HS 491 passed the House Finance & Tax Committee (10-1) and is now in 
the MORE 

Public Record Exemption: Local Government Audit Report (Support} 
58 7002 (Community Affairs) and HB 7037 (Government Operations 
Subcommittee) reenact a public records exemption for work papers related to 
local government audits by an internal auditor and investigations by an inspector 
general. As a result. the covered records will remain exempt from disclosure until 
the audit or investigation is complete or no longer active. SB 7002 passed the 
Senate Rules Comm,ttee (13-0) and is scheduled to be heard by the full Senate 

on Thursday, 1/28. HB 7037 passed the Hou" St• t• AllailS... MORE> 

Ad Valorem Taxation: Recapture {Oppose- Mandate) 
HJR 7015 (Finance and Tax) and SJR 1074 (Gaetz, D.) are proposed amendments 

to the Florida Constitution that would delegate authority to the Legislature to 
limit the growth of assessed value of homestead properties to the lesser of 3 
percent, the inflation rate or the percent of change in the homestead property's 
j ust (market) value if the change is greater than or equal to zero. The growth rate 
of certain non-homestead properties would be limited to the lesser of 10 percent 

or the change in the nan-homestead property's just value if the change is greater 
than o r equal to zero. The joint resolutions also allow the Legislature to prohibit 
the assessed value of those properties from increasing if the just value.. . MORE> 

Determination of Maximum Millage Rates (Oppose- Impairment of Home 

Rule) 
HB 10°15 (Nune,) and SB U22 (Flo, es) revise the formula for calculating the 
simple majority vote maximum millage rate. Instead of using a rolled-back rate 
assuming the previous year's maximum rate was levied, the formula would use a 
rolled-back rate using the prior year's actual levy. The formula change will reduce 
the simple majority maximum tax rate for most cities. HB 1015 passed the House 

rinance •nd Ta• Committee (16-0) and is now in the MORE> 

Ad Valorem: Renewable Energy Source Device Assessment Limitation 
(Watch) 
CS/SJR l 10 (Brandes) and CS/H IR 153 (Rodrigues, R.) propose an amendment to 
the Florida Constitution to require the Legislature, by general law, to exempt the 
assessed value of a renewable energy device from tangible personal property tax 
and the installation of those devices from determining the assessed value of real 
property, both residential and nonresidential. for the purpose of ad valorem 

taxation. The proposed amendments require 60 percent approval by voters and 
establish an implementation schedule under which the amendments would take 

effect January 1, 2017, and would expire on December 31, 2036. CS/SJR 170 is in 
the Scnote Approp11ations .. MORE> 

Ad Valorem: Renewable Energy Source Device Assessment Limitation 

(Watch) 
CS/CS/ SB !72 .(Brandes) and C:S/ H8 19'> (Rodrigue< R) implement SJR 170, HRJ 

19S or similar amendments t o the Florida Constitution that are approved by 60 
percent of the voters at the November 2016 general election. The bills expand 
the definition of "renewable energy source device" to include devices that store 
solar energy or energy derived from geothermal deposits and expand the 
exemption for renewable energy source devices from consideration in appraised 
property value to all real property. The bills also exempt... MORE> 

Ad Valorem Tax Exemption: Deployed Servicemembers (Watch) 
CS/CS/SB 160 (Giletz) and HB 7023 (Finance and Tax) update the list of 

designated military operations for which deployed servicernembers may qualify 
for an ad valo rem la• exemption. The bills extend the normal March 1 application 

deadline for the ••emption application for qualifying deployments during the 
2014 and 2015 calendar years to June 1, 2016. The bills also provide refund 
procedures for servicemembers who were on qualifying deployments for more 
than 365 days during the 2014 and 2015 calendar years. CS/CS/SB 160 passed 

the 5enate fo<al Policy Committee (10-0) and is scheduled to be heard by the fu ll 
Senate on Thursday, 1/28. HS 7023 is await ing action by the... MORE> 

Homestead Property Tax Exemptions: Spouses of Disabled Veterans (Watch) 

CS/HB 611 (Hayer) and CS/S8 8L\4 (Biandes) expand the current homestead 
exemption for property owned by a veteran who has a seivice-connected total 
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and permanent disability. The bills exempt an unremarried surviving spouse of a 
deceased veteran from paying ad va lorem taxes for a homestead property in 
Florida if the veteran, at the time of death, owned homestead property in another 

state and had received a partial or full homestead exemption on that property on 
January 1 of the year the veteran died. To qualify for the tax exemption, after the 
veteran's death, the unremarried surviving ... MORE> 

Property Prepared for Tax-Exempt Use (Watch) 
SB 842 (Hays) and HB 301 (Burton) clarify the current exemption from ad valorem 
taxation for exempt purposes, such as religious, educational and charitable 
organizations, by requiring the property owner to take affirmative steps to ready 

the property for the exempt purpose. SB 842 is scheduled to be heard by the 
Semte finance •nd Tax Commin, e on Monday, 1/25. HB 301 passed the Hauso 
Local ;ind Federiil Affairs Committee (16-0) and is now in the MORE> 

Scrutinized Companies/Government Contracts (Watch) 
CS/CS/SB 86 (Negron) and HB 527 (Wrnkmi1n) require the State Board of 
Administration to identify all companies that are boycotting Israel or are engaged 

in a boycott of Israel in which the state fund owns direct or indirect holdings. The 
bills require the state fund to create and maintain a scrutinized companies list 
that names all identified companies. The bi lls also prohibit a state agency or local 
governmental entity from contracting for goods and services that exceed 
$1,000.000 if the company has been placed on the Scrutinized Companies that 

Boycott Israel List. The bills require inclusion of a contract... MORE> 

Tax Exemption for Senior. Totally Permanently Disabled First Responders 
(Watch) 
HJR l(ij)q (Mdz) and SJR 1194 (Neg1on) propose an amendment to Florida 
Constitution to authorize a first responder, who is age 65 or older and totally 
permanently disabled as result of injury Sllstained in llne of duty, to receive an 

additional exemption on ad valorem taxes assessed on homestead property. HJR 
1009 passed the House Finar.cc and Tax Co1TH~1ttce (15-0} and is now in the 

House. MORE, 

Redevelopment Trust Fund (Oppose - Unfunded Mandate) 
SB 194 (Hukill) and I IB 565 (Spa110) exempt certain hospital d istricts that levy ad 
valorem taxes from paying increment revenue funds to any new community 

redevelopment agency (CRA) established after July 1, 2016. SB 194 passed the 

Senate (38-0) and is now awaiting action by the House. HB 565 passed the Hmise 
Lor.:-il and f,-d•"'rnl Affairs Commillee (14-0) and is now awaiting final action by 
the full... MORE> 

Developments of Regional Impact (Watch) 
CS/C~/SB 7000 (Senate Com111u111ty Affairs Committee) amends language in 
legislation passed during the 2015 legislative session by clarifying that certain 

proposed developments that are currently consistent with the local government 
comprehensive plan are not required to be reviewed pursuant to the State 

Coordinated Review Process for comprehensive plan amendments. The bill 
addresses a recent Department of Economic Opportunity interpretation of last 
session's growth management bill. The bill was amended in committee to include 
provisions allowing counties to create tax increment financing areas for economic 

development activities and a provision that increased the size of an enclave that 
can undergo expedited annexation procedures from ten acres to 150 acres, 
CS/CS/SB 7000 passed the MORE> 

Government Accountability (Watch) 
CS/SB 686 (Gaetz, D.) and HB 593 (Mell) create the "Florida Anti-Corruption Act 
of 2016" amending various provisions related to local government accountability, 

transparency and oversight. The bills require all elected municipal officers to file a 
full and public financial disclosure (Form 6), rather than a financial interest 

disclosure (Form 1). The legislation requires governmental entities, including all 
m unic ipalities, to create a lobbyist registration and reporting program. 
Additionally, cities will be required to post their tentative budget at least 45 days 

prior to adoption and to maintain the adopted budget for two . MORE> 

Public Corruption (Watch) 
CS/SB 582 (G,,et7 D.) and HR 7071 (House Rules Calenrla1 and Ethh< Committee) 
a re comprehensive ethics bills re lating to public corruption. The legislation, which 
applies to city officials, redefines the intent requirements of bribery of a public 

official to include knowingly and intentional actions, rather than corrupt acts, 

thereby making it easier for prosecutors to prove bribery of a public official 
occurred. The bills enhance the penalties for a number of actions by public 
officials including the prohibition against unlawful compensation, the prohibition 

against official misconduct and the prohibition against bid tampering. Last week, 
CS/SB... MORb 

Siting Requirements of Community Residential Homes (Watch) 
CS/H8 835 (Avila) and SB 1174 (Diaz de la Portilla) clarify that the distance 
requirement of community residential homes that serve s ix or fewer residents 
cannot be located within 1,200 feet of a community residential home that serves 
seven to 14 residents. The legis lation is intended not to affect the legal 

nonconforming use status of any community residential home lawfully permitted 
and operating as of July 1, 2016. CS/HB 885 passed the HPallh Innovation 
Subcommittee (12-0) and is now in the MORE> 
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Voter Identification (Watch) 
SB 666 (L,0 gg) and HO SO~ (Burgess) expand the list of acceptable forms of 
identification for certain voter registration applicants to include veteran health 
identification cards and licenses to carry a concealed weapon or firearm. SB 666 
passed the Senate Rule, Committee (13-0) and is scheduled to be heard by the 
full Senate on Thursday, 1/28. HB SOS passed the House Veteran dlld M1lttary 
Affairs Snbcomm111ee (10-0) and is now in the MORE> 

Voter Registration (Watch) 
I18 541 (Spano) and CS/SB 744 (Bean) define the term "address of legal 
re sidence"' to mean the legal residence of an elector. T11e definition will now 
include all information necessary to distinguish one residence from another, such 
as apartment numbers, lot numbers, room numbers or dormitory room numbers. 
The bills require the voter registration application to include the applicant's 
address of legal residence in order to be considered complete. Finally, the 
legislation requires supervisors of elections to include within their list of valid 
residential street addresses all information necessary to differentiate one... MORE> 

Capital Formation for Infrastructure Projects (Support) 
CS/SB 22G (R111g) and HB 441 (Ray) direct the Florida Opportunity Fund to create 
the Florida Infrastructure Fund Partnership to raise and invest capital in 
infrastructure projects that are in-state and promote economic development. The 
bills authorize the fund to lend money to the partnership for specific 
infrastructure projects. CS/SB 226 passed the Senate Cornrnerce and T a utism 
Com1nntee (5-2) and is now in the Senat• Finance i nci Tai( Commtttt?€. HB 441 is 
in the MORE> 

Highway Safety (Support) 
CS/11B 253 (Pas,1domu) and SB 337 (Altman) define "bicycle lane," "bodily injury" 
and "vulnerable user of a public roadway or vulnerable user." The bills require 
that a vehicle pass at a specified safe distance of any vulnerable user and allow a 
driver to briefly and safely drive on the left side of the roadway in a no-passing 
zone when passing a vulnerable user in order to provide at least three feet 
between the vehicle and the vulnerable user. The bills require a person operating 
a vehicle to allow a group of bicyclists to proceed through a stop sign as a group 
in specified instances. The bills require a law enforcement officer to . MORE> 

Transportation (Support) 
CS/HB /0&1 (rrani.portation and Port~). among other things, creates the Florida 
aviation transportation and economic development program to finance airport 
t ransportation and facilities projects, and provides a minimum of $15 million from 
the State Transportation Trust Fund to fund the program each year. The bill 
increases the maximum population for counties eligible for the Small County 
Outreach Program from 150,000 to 165,000. In addition, the bill req uires the 
Office of Economic a nd Demographic Research to evaluate and determine the 
economic benefits ofthe Department of Transportation's Work Program. CS/HS 
7061 passed the House T rnnsporlalion and Economic... MORE > 

School Choice (Oppose- Impairment of Home Rule) 
CS/CS/HB /029 (Choice and Innovation) addresses local government regulatory 
authority over charter schools, Currently, a local governing authority cannot 
adopt or impose any local building requirements or site-development restrictions 
that are addressed by, or more stringent than, those found in the State 
Requirements for Educational Facilities of the Florida Building Code, Furthermore, 
the law requires that a local government authority treat charter schools equitably 
in comparison to similar requirements, restrictions and processes imposed upon 
public schools that are not charter schools. This bill would permit an aggrieved 
school the immediate right to bring an action in circuit court to enforce its rights 
against any authority that... MORE> 

Parking for Disabled Veterans (Watch) 
SB 222 (Detert) and HB 23~ (Robe, son) exempt vehicles displaying a disabled 
veteran license plate issued by the State of Florida from parking fees at publicly 
owned or publicly operated airports. In addition, a vehicle displaying the disabled 
veteran license plate stamped with the international accessibility symbol or the 
Paralyzed Veterans of America license plate may not be charged for parking in a 
facility or lot that provides timed parking spaces. SB 222 is scheduled for final 
action by the full Senate on Thursday, 1/28. HB 235 is awaiting action by the full 
House. {SirJaneMSample~) MORE> 

School Districts and Schools Boards (Watch) 
I UR 539 (Caldwell) and SJR n~ (Brandes) provide that by general or special law, 
any contiguous area of the state, whether a county or a municipality, may 
constitute a school district. The joint resolutions require each school district be 
governed by a school board that must be comprised of five or more members 
chosen by vote of the electors in a nonpartisan or partisan election for 
appropriately staggered terms of four years, as provided by law, unless the 
governing body of a county or municipality constitutes the school board. In 
addition, the joint resolutions... MORE> 

Transportation Network Company Insurance (Watch) 
CS/SB 1118 {Simmons) addresses the insurance requirements for Transportation 
Network Companies (TNCs). In addition, the bill addresses insurance 
requirements for what is known as the "gap" period, the time from when a driver 
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is notified about having a customer to pick up to when the passenger is picked 
up and physically in the vehicle. The bill proposes a minimum of $1 million in 
coverage for death and bodily injury. This bill only preempts local governments 
as Is relates to insurance requirements; whereas, CS/HB 509 (Gaetz) is a complete 
preemption of local government authority to regulate TNCs. CS/SB 1118 passed 
the Senate ... MORE> 

Backyard Gun Ranges (Support) 
CS/CS/HB 41 (Comuee) and CS/CS/58 130 (R,rhter) make it a first degree 
misdemeanor to recreationally discharge a firearm outdoors in an area that the 
person knows or reasonably should know is primarily residential in nature and 
that has a residential density of one or more dwelling units per acre. The bills 
specify that "recreationally discharge" includes target shooting, CS/CS/HB 41 has 
passed all its committees of reference and is awaiting action by the full House. 
CS/CS/SB 130 is scheduled for final action by the fu ll Senate on Thursday, 1/28. 
(Cook) MORE> 

Life Support Services (Support) 
CS/CSJHB 517 (Renner) and CS/CS/SB 742 (Hutson) require counties to adopt o r 
amend ordinances that provide standards for issuing certificates of public 
convenience and necessity (COPCN) for life support services. Counties are 
currently not required to adopt these ordinances, but many have. The bills 
change the appeals process when a COPCN application is denied. Instead of 
appealing a denial to the board of county commissioners, the bills allow an 
applicant to appeal the decision to the circuit court with jurisdiction. CS/CS/HB 
517 passed the MORE> 

Substance Abuse Services (Support) 
CS/SB l l.38 (Clemens) and HB 823 (Rooney) create a penalty of unethical 
marketing practices by substance abuse treatment providers and operators of 
recovery residences. The bills provide that a violation of the unethical marketing 
practices is also a violation of the prohibition on patient brokering and subject to 
criminal penalties. Additionally, the bills provide that a violation of the prohibition 
against certain unethical marketing practices by a provider or operator is a 
violation of the Florida Deceptive and Unfair Trade Practices Act Violations are 
subject to civil and criminal penalties and funds from the civil penalties,.. MORE> 

Alarm System Registration {Oppose - Mandate) 
SB 768 (Flores) and HB 77q (B. •orles) preempt local governments from adopting 
their own alarm registration ordinances. The bills specify that the owner, lessee or 
occupant of a property must file a uniform alarm registration within 20 days after 
the insta llation or activation of an alarm system. The bills cap t he charge for a 
permit fee at $25 and specify that the registration is valid for as long as the 
registrant occupies the property. finally, the bills clarify that any civil penalties or 
fines associated with not registering the alarm are the responsibility of the owner, 
lessee or occupant of the property and... MORE> 

Applications for Building Permits (Oppose- Mandate) 
HB 605 (Smith J ) requires local enforcement agencies to post each type of 
building permit applicat ion on its website. The bill requires that completed 
applications must be su bmitted electronically to the appropriate building 
department. HB 605 passed the Home B\ls111ess 1,1xl Professions Subcommittee 
{11-0) and is now in the House Local Government Aff11irs Subtominittee. (Cook) 
M ORh 

Federal Immigration Enforcement/Sanctuary Policies (Oppose - Mandate) 
CS/C5/ HB G75 (Met,) and 58 ~72 (Bean) relate to state and local government 
enforcement of federal immigration laws. The bills provide several definitions, 
including usanctuary policy," which means a law, policy, practice, procedure or 
custom adopted or permitted by a state entity, state official, law enforcement 
agency, local governmental entity or local government official that contravenes 
the federal Illegal [mmigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996, 
or that prohibits or impedes a law enforcement agency from communicating or 
cooperating with a federal ... MOR£> 

Firesafety (Oppose - Preemption) 
CS/CS/f-1B 431 (Raburn) and CS/CS/SB 822 (Stargel) create new exemptions for 
the Florida Fire Prevention Code (FFPC) and national codes for agricultural pole 
barns and revise current exemptions for structures located on agricultural 
property to any "nonresidential farm buildings"' with a maximum occupancy of 35 
persons. The bills also provide that structures on farms that are used for 
"assembly, business, or mercantile activity" must be classified into one of three 
classes, and require the state fire marshal to adopt rules to implement these 
classificat ions, including alternative lifesafety and fire ... MOR[> 

Public Works Projects (Oppose - Preemption) 
CS/CS/HB 181 (V,,n Zant) and SB 598 (Brandes) prohibit local governments, 
except when required by state or federal law, from requiring a contractor, 
subcontractor, or material supplier or carrier engaged in a public works project to 
pay employees a predetermined amount of wages or prescribe any wage rate; 
provide employees a specified type, amount or rate of employee benefits; 
control, limit or expand staffing; or recruit, train or hire employees from a 
designated, restricted or single source. These preemptions apply to projects that 
are funded with any state funds. CS/CS/HB 181 is scheduled to be heard by the 
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full... MOR£> 

Red Light Cameras (Oppose - Preemption) 
HS 4027 (Artiles) repeals the current authorization for the use of traffic infraction 

detectors. The bill does not take effect until July 1, 2019. HB 4027 passed the 
Hou~e [conomic Atfai, i Committee {13-3) and is now in the House 

Approprialions Committee. (Cook) MORE:> 

Body Cameras (Watch) 

HB 93 (5. Jones) and SB 418 (C Smith) require law enforcement agencies that 
permit their law enforcement officers to wear body cameras to establish policies 
and procedures addressing proper use, maintenance and storage of cameras and 
data. HB 93 passed the House Appropriations Ccmvnitte@ {18-0) and is now in the 
House Judiciary Con1mittee. SB 418 is in the Senate C11minal Justice.. MORE), 

Civil Citations (Watch) 
CRJS6 (Criminal Justice) requires a law enforcement officer to issue a civil citation 
or similar diversion program to a juvenile who admits to having committed one 
or more specified first-time "eligible offenses" that are part of the same criminal 
episode. The bill permits a law enforcement officer to issue a civil citation for 
first-time misdemeanor offenses that are not enumerated as an •eligible offense/ 
and for any second- or third-time misdemeanors. The bill does not modify the 
authority of a law enforcement officer to issue a warning or inform the juvenile's 
guardian or parent of the alleged offense .... MORE> 

Discounts on Public Park Entrance Fees (Watch) 
SB 120] (Al>,uzzo) and IIB 1321 (Rade1) require local governments to provide a 
partial or full discount on park entrance fees to military members, veterans, and 
the spouse and parents of certain deceased military, law enforcement, 
firefighters, emergency medical technicians, and paramedics. SB 1202 passed t he 
Sen<il~ Military and Veterans. Affai,s, Spare,, and Oonwstic SPCttnly Commilt<-'+' (3-
0) and is scheduled to be heard by the S•nate Com1rn1rnty Afla11s Committee on 

Tuesday, 1/26. HB 1321 is in the MORE> 

Florida Clean Indoor Air Act (Watch) 
HB 11-'13 (Hamson) amends the Florida Clean Indoor AirAct to prohibit the use of 

nicotine dispensing devices in enclosed indoor workplaces. Specifically, the bill 
amends the definition of "smoking" to include inhaling, exhaling, carrying o r 

possessing a nicotine dispensing device. The bill passed the House Health Quality 
Subcommittee (10-2} and is now in the House Business and P1ofes-;ions 
Subc.onunittee. (MORE:> 

Severe Injuries Caused By Dogs (Watch) 
CS/CS/ CS/HB 91 (Steubo) and CS/SB 334 (Montford) allow for discretionary, 
rather than mandatory, impoundment of dogs that cause severe injuries to 
humans, as well as remove the requirement for automatic euthanasia for 
unclassified dogs that cause severe injuries to humans. CS/CS/CS/HB 91 was 
amended to allow local governments to adopt additional restrictions on dogs 
that have bitten or attacked persons or domestic animals. CS/CS/CS/HB 91 is 
scheduled to be heard by the full House on Tuesday, 1/26. CS/SB 334 passed the 
MOR[> 

Energy, Ehviron111ent and Natural Resources 

Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services-HS 641 (Trumbull) and SB 772 

(Richter) Fish and Wildlife Conseivation Commission-HS 7013 (Agriculture & 
Natural Resources Subcommittee) Sale of Exchange of Land- SB 546 (Simpson) 
and 118 359 (Porter) MORE> 

Finance, Taxation & Personnel 
Cigarette Surcharge and Tax- HB 335 (Stark) and SB 758 (Clemens) Duties of 
Legislative Auditing Committee-HO 4065 (Raulerson) and SB 1636 (Lee, T.) 
Mobile Homes-HS /43 (Latvala, C,) and SB 826 (Latvala, J.) Prejudgment Interest 
- SB 1086 (Bradley) and HB 1005 (Trujillo) Small Business Christmas Sales Tax 
- MORE > 

Growth M anagement & E<onomic Affairs 
Conservation Easements- SB 100 (Hutson) and ltB 501 (McGhee) Limitations on 

Actions Other than for the Recovery of Real Property- HS 297 (Perry) and SB 3 l6 
(Stargel) MORE> 

Transportation and Intergovernmental Relations 
Central Florida Expressway Authority-HS 825 (Miller) Central Florida Regional 
Transportat ion Authority- HS 155 (B. Cortes) and SB / 18 (Brandes) Expressway 

Authorities- HS 299 (Nunez) and SB 574 (Flores) Identification Cards and Driver 
Licenses-HR 83 (Santiago) and SB 158 (Hutson) School Bus Stop Safety-SB ... 

MORE> 

Urban Administration 
Calder Sloan Swimming Pool Electrical-Safety Taskforce-HB 295 (Fresen) and SB 
5 30 (Sobel) Classified Advertisement Websit e-HS 6"/ (B. Watson) and SB 1152 
(Diaz de la Portilla) Emergency Medical Technicians or Paramedics/Public Records 
Exemption-SR 320 (Richter) and HR 391 (Passidomo) Procurement Procedures 
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- HB ,os (Drake) and SB 350... MORE> 
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